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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on 

Monday 3rd October 2022 in Aldington Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillors: L Harman (Chairman), M Boulden, R Boulding, R Spicer and S 

Wagstaff. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk. 

Also present: 6 members of the public and P New (Neighbourhood Watch). 

1111. Apologies for absence: 

Cllr R Lloyd. 

1112. Declarations of Interest: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

1113. Public Participation: 

A resident asked if the Planning Inspectorate response to the Scoping Opinion could 

be posted onto the Parish Council website. This was agreed. 

A resident commented that the signage used when Roman Road was resurfaced 

was still on site. Kent Highways to be contacted to remove. 

1114. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2022 were submitted, 

agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

1115. Parish Councillor Vacancies: 

There are currently 3 vacancies on the Parish Council, 1 for Aldington Ward and 2 

for Bonnington. To date only one application has been received. New adverts will be 

prepared and posted. 

1116. Neighbourhood Watch: 

Report attached. 

1117. Chairman’s Report: 

Cllr Harman expressed her thanks for all those that helped with the very successful 

Village Fete, especially Cllr R Spicer for her efforts in ensuring a smooth operation. 

The team of volunteers is now growing. 

Last months meeting was cancelled following the sad news of the passing of Queen 

Elizabeth !!, thanks go to Cllrs Boulding and Wagstaff for undertaking the necessary 

flag duties. 

1118. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1737 Harmer & Sons  £613.20 

1738 Harmer & Sons  £2,181.60 

1739 Zurich Municipal Insurance £1,193.98 

1740 Art of Design Newsletter £276.00 

1741 BWP Creative Website £273.60 
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1742 Aldington Village Hall Room hire £36.00 

1743 Replacement chq  1728  

1744, 
1745 & 
1746 

Staff costs  £1,957.30 
 

1747 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £1,662.00 

1748 Aldington Village Hall Room Hire £180.00 

1749 SLCC Enterprises Training £54.00 

1750 PKF Littlejohn LLP Audit £480.00 

1751,1752 
& 1753 

Staff costs  £1,911.04 

1754 R Spicer Fete expenses £329.32 

1755 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £990.00 

1756, 
1757 & 
1758 

Staff costs  £1,947.47 

 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and authorise the payment of the items of expenditure in the 

schedule of payments 

2. To authorise the transfer of £5,000 from deposit account to current 

account. 

The organiser of the proposed carol concert is seeking financial assistance for the 

running of the event. Identified costs to date include the hire of the village hall and a 

piano which are estimated to be in the region of £600, other costs are yet to be 

determined. An update was provided at the meeting in that anticipated costs are 

£1,078 and to date £600 has been pledged. Cllr R Spicer has had a meeting with the 

organiser regarding posters and programmes and is seeking quotes for this, it is 

anticipated approx.. £200. All profits from ticket sales, refreshments and raffle will be 

donated to Kaleidoscope. 

The Parish Council agreed to consider the financing of the printing. 

1119. Finance, Quarterly Review: 

Report ABPC/22/07 brings to the Parish Council an update on its financial standing 

against its budget at the end of the first quarter of the financial year. 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/22/07 

2. To receive and note the financial position at the end of the first quarter of 

the financial year. 

 

1120. Notice of Conclusion of Audit: 

Report ABPC/22/08 attaches the certified annual return from PKF Littlejohn LLP, the 

Parish Council’s External Auditor. 

Resolved: 
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1. To receive and note Report ABPC/22/08 

2. To receive and acknowledge the certified Annual Return. 

 

1121. Planning Committee: 

The applications considered at the planning committee meeting prior to the Parish 

Council meeting were outlined. 

1122. Quarry Field, Wood and Pond: 

The pond will be cleared of the weed in the coming weeks as soon as the contractor 

has a vacant slot in his schedule of works. It had been noticed by one of the firemen 

that the bonfire had got out of control and he had taken appropriate action. 

The Queen’s Green Canopy scheme has been extended, it was agreed that 

councillors Harman and Boulden would look at the appropriate areas for planting. 

1123. Neighbourhood Plan: 

Due to other commitments little progress has been made on the plan however work 

is being undertaken on developing a dialogue for the 13 views and vistas that have 

been identified as important. A review of the Ecology report is also being progressed. 

It has been identified that there is no Conservation Area Management Plan in place 

for the two conservation areas in the Parish, a draft is being drawn up to be included 

in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

1124. Events Committee: 

The date for next year’s village fete is yet to be arranged. The Village Hall Xmas 

Fayre will continue to be organised by and for the Village Hall with the events 

committee providing assistance when needed. 

The Community Hub has been established and operates on a Wednesday morning 

in the Village Hall, this is a joint venture between the WI and the Events Committee. 

1125. Aldington Meadows: 

Quotations for the allotment sheds are being obtained and the appropriate hard 

standings, it is anticipated that the sheds will not be delivered until the end of this 

year start of next. 

A number of play equipment companies have been approached to provide ideas and 

costings to improve the facilities already on site as well as some additional 

equipment for the older age group. It is anticipated that this information will be 

available at the next meeting. 

1126. Civility and Respect: 

Report ABPC/22/09 brings to the Parish Council’s attention work that has been 

carried out into Civility and Respect in the local council sector. 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/22/09 

2. To receive and adopt the revised Dignity at Work Policy 
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3. To sign the Civility and Respect Pledge. 

 

1127. Any Items of Information: 

The condition of Roman Road from Ruffins Hill through to Posting Green was raised 

as there are a number of potholes. The condition of Giggers Green Road was raised 

in particular the area between Goldenhurst and the Canal where the road narrows 

and from the Canal through to the crossroads as the edges of the road have 

crumbled leaving large dips which are a hazard given the narrowness of the road. 

Kent Highways are to be contacted and asked to review the signage and also the 

speed limit which is currently the national speed limit.  

Cllr Harman raised the subject of the periodic checking of the defibrillators previously 

undertaken by the late P Kemp as it would appear not to have been done. Cllr 

Wagstaff agreed t take the role on. 

1128. Exclusion of the Public and Press: 

Resolved: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

Public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential 

nature of the business to be conducted. 

1129. Parish Clerk: 

Resolved: to increase the Parish Clerk’s contract to 24 hours per week. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.  
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REPORT TO ALDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 12th SEPTEMBER 2022. 
 
I trust councillors had the chance of a break from business during August and enjoyed the 
good weather. Criminals, crime, and community matters were still front and centre of my 
work during that period. 
I will give a verbal report on the PCSO position for ALDINGTON and changes to ASHFORD 
POLICE. 
 
I will report that much of my community work involved promoting messages and fire safety 
guidance due to the very hot weather and drought conditions raising the fire risk for the 
area. 
My fire service background gives me considerable experience in this field and constant 
guidance was issued. Although temperatures have returned to more normal levels the fire 
risk remains high and vigilance and care will be needed to ensure fire does not damage the 
countryside and incur losses to farmers.  
The term ‘wildfire’ has been overused by the media however the speed of travel of fires 
during this hot dry spell cannot be overstated. 
I also visited Aldington Fire Station where I had a tour of the appliance and then a meeting 
with the crew. I had the opportunity to discuss firefighting tactics which we used in the 
Brigade during the very hot summer of 1976. The drought in 1976 started earlier but the 
temperatures never reached the very high levels of this year. 
 
During the meeting I have agreed to help promote recruitment for on call fire fighters in 
Aldington. It is essential that enough recruits join the service to ensure the appliance is 
crewed available for the locality and surrounding villages. Operations this year has seen 
appliances deployed a long way from their stations and Aldington is no exception. When I 
retired from the Brigade, I was Head of Operations for the whole of Kent and I had 66 fire 
stations under my command. Sadly, that number has been reduced so ensuring the ones we 
have are crewed is essential. 

 
ALDINGTON CREW with myself on recent visit. 
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CRIME 
The normal crime risks remain the same. Matters to be alert and vigilant for are ……. 
Properties kept secure; vehicles secure with nothing on show especially last park at night. 
Garages, sheds, barns, stables, outbuildings, and any form of external storage can be targets 
and indeed have been across Kent. 
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As always, our strategy must be what can we learn from other communities to keep 
Aldington residents safe and secure. To keep residents crime free and free from the fear of 
being a victim of crime also. 
 
Other crime risk areas remain the same. Thefts of fuel both vehicle and domestic heating oil. 
Thefts of number plates to again be used for fuel thefts at pumps. 
 
Internet shopping off doorsteps and the added risk of the delivery vehicles now being trailed 
and followed by criminals mean that even the rural areas may suffer this type of crime. In 
Ashford District a complete van was taken whilst the driver was engaged making a delivery 
to a property. 
The type of crime that I have warned about constantly to all areas have been the theft of 
tools/equipment from Garages, sheds, barns, outbuildings, and any form of external 
storage. 
Sadly, thieves struck in rural areas recently and you will have seen my work in trying to 
assist operational colleagues and as important to ensure the community is warned and 
alerted to the fact criminals are active in the area. 
 
My work also involves support to the victims of crime. 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE OF INCIDENT IN  ALDINGTON 
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RURAL CRIME.  
 
The work we are doing in this parish alongside neighbouring parishes will need to be at its 
very best in the remainder of this year and into next. As a recession bites alongside energy 
costs, we will need to be alert and vigilant. 
I am just receiving initial reports of the loss of a herd of sheep on the Romney Marsh 
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THIS FINAL ITEM WILL BE OF A RISING CONCERN 
 
This final area of great concern is ‘SCAMS’ and sadly in the Ashford District 2 pensioner 
households were hit by 2 very elaborate scams totalling £10k. 
 
One especially concerning involved the impersonating of Police Officers. 
 
Another area that I am working on as we meet is criminals will look to exploit the fears of 
‘energy costs ‘especially in the homes of vulnerable people. 
Bogus callers will arrive on doorsteps in pairs well dressed and with badges and lanyards 
and ask to inspect the insulation in lofts to see if the occupier qualifies for fee upgrades in 
insulation. One criminal will enter the loft and call up the resident to answer a few questions 
and it is at that moment that the second criminal who is doing the paperwork on the ground 
floor will strike taking handbags, phones, and anything cash wise in the home. 
 
We know that sadly many pensioners worried sick about fuel costs will invite people in 
without a moments thought. I will give a verbal report on my work to hand to try and 
combat this. 
 
I will be introducing a further enhancement to try to protect vulnerable members of the 
community. 2 very important campaign posters are below for your attention. 
 
May I close by thanking council for their continued support which will be essential in the 
battle against crime as we move into the latter third of 2022 and the changing risks as 
autumn and winter approaches 
THANK YOU 
 
Peter 
 
91725 Police Volunteer Peter New 
Community Neighbourhood Watch 
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THIS WAS ONE OF THE SCAMS USED IN ASHFORD 
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REPORT TO ALDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 3rd OCTOBER  2022. 
 
I shall deliver my September and October reports together at the meeting but please accept 
my apologies for arriving late at the meeting as I am travelling from another appointment. 
CRIME 
This October report will cover two main areas of concern. 
1 The routine crime risks that are with us all the time and mainly carried out by ‘CHANCERS 
AND OPPORTUNISTS’  
2 The ‘SCAMS which are with us 365days x24hrs a day but especially as we head into 
Autumn and the worries of Energy Costs affording criminals the chances to strike at the 
whole population but especially targeting our elderly, vulnerable and disabled in the 
community. 
 

1. The normal crime risks remain the same. Matters to be alert and vigilant for are…… 
Properties kept secure; vehicles kept secure with nothing on show (especially last park up 
at night). Garages, sheds, barns, stables, outbuildings, and any form of external storage 
can be targets.  
Other crime risk areas remain the same. Thefts of fuel both vehicle and domestic heating 
oil. Thefts of number plates to again be used for fuel thefts at pumps. 
Internet shopping theft off doorsteps and the added risk of the delivery vehicles now being 
trailed and followed by criminals mean that even the rural areas may suffer this type of 
crime. In Ashford District a van was taken whilst the driver was engaged making a delivery 
to a property. 
SHEDS ESPECIALLY ACROSS THE WHOLE ASHFORD DISTRICT HAVE BEEN TARGETED 
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2 I am on record as saying there is a scam for anything and everything. 
Scams can come from 3,30,300 or 3000 miles away or indeed standing on your front 
doorstep. 
The Energy Costs concerns of residents will afford criminals another opportunity to strike at 
residents especially those who are vulnerable 
 
With each government announcement to help residents, sadly another opportunity to 
‘scam’ people appears. 
AN EXAMPLE 
I am very concerned that criminals will call at resident’s properties and say they are there to 
assess loft insulation etc. They will say there is no cost to the resident it is a government 
support scheme. 
The criminals will act in pairs, and one will enter the loft area and call up the resident to 
answer a few questions about the loft area. 
The second criminal will be apparently filling out paperwork however when the resident is 
engaged upstairs that is when the second one will strike at wallets, handbags, cash, and 
phones and small like goods. 
This will target our elderly, our pensioners, our disabled, our residents with mental health 
issues, our residents with learning difficulties maybe they cannot read or write. 
 
My fear is that a criminal saying they can help reduce energy costs will be invited in 
immediately as the financial fears of rising costs terrify some people. 
 
The effects when pensioners especially are victims often mean they never ever get their 
confidence back. Another worry is that some are too embarrassed to report they have been 
a victim! 
 
We must ensure absolutely nothing is done in a rush or a hurry. Criminals rely on us acting 
in haste. 
 
I am providing as much information to you as councillors/clerk as we may have to expect 
requests for help and guidance from some of our vulnerable persons. 
 
OUR POSITION MUST BE DO ABSOLUTLEY NOTHING WITHOUT CHECKING. ADMIT 
NOBODY INTO YOUR HOMES. 
 
In the following annex are several of the ‘scams’ that concern me and at the time I am 
writing this report are happening across Ashford and East Kent 
 
As always may I thank you for your continued support and backing, I really appreciate it. 
 
Peter 
 
Peter New 
Kent Police Volunteer & Community Neighbourhood Watch 
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THIS WAS ONE OF THE SCAMS USED IN ASHFORD 
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May I close by thanking council for their continued support which will be essential in the 
battle against crime as we move into the latter third of 2022 and the changing risks as 
autumn and winter approaches 
THANK YOU 
91725 Police Volunteer Peter New & Community Neighbourhood Watch 
 


