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PARISHNEWS
The Aldington & Bonnington Parish Newsletter

Parish Council 
Meeting

We have restarted in-person 
meetings.

Next meeting: 
Monday 14th March 2022
starting at 7.30pm
Aldington Village Hall

Email Peter Setterfi eld:
clerk@abpc.org.uk
or tel: 07928 453208 
(offi ce hours 09.00-15.00hrs 
Monday, Wednesday & Thursday)

or contact the Chair; 
Cllr. Linda Harman
tel: 07802 776779 
lindaharman@abpc.org.uk

A memorable February
A  trio of storms blasted their way through, 
leaving most of Aldington without 
electricity for over 24hrs and many roads 
blocked by fallen trees.  Just as the kettles 
went back on in Aldington, the lights went out in 
Bonnington and Bilsington. UK storms take it in turns to be girls’ 
or boys’ names, each year being reset to the beginning of the 
alphabet in September – the start of storm season. Strangely, 
research shows that hurricanes with female names are more 
likely to hurt more people than those with male names. Scientists 
think that’s because people fi nd female names less threatening. 
In this instance, Storm Eunice was far more violent than Dudley 
or Franklin. Fortunately, though property took a bashing and 
many trees were felled, no one was badly hurt.

The February Parish Council meeting began with a moment of 
refl ection in memory of our friend and colleague Peter Kemp, 
who sadly passed away, quite suddenly, that month.  Peter 
served as a Parish Councillor for 24 years.  Those that worked 
alongside him will recall Peter’s often very strongly held views. 
He was passionate about our community and his encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the parish, both as it is and as it used to be, will be 
sorely missed. He was a great example to us all, showing how to 
care for the villages we love, to live alongside nature and make 
parish funds go a distance through renovation and repair!  We 
send our deepest condolences to Brenda and the family. The 
work of the Parish Council goes on. That, we’re sure, is how 
Peter would want it to be.

 5th May 2021 
7.30pm

clerk@abpc.org.uk
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Refurbishment of the Reynolds Play Area

Queen’s Green Canopy
This tree planting initiative has 
been created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022. People 
from across the United Kingdom 
are invited to ‘Plant a Tree for the
Jubilee’. We are going to extend 
Quarry Wood as part of this 
programme. It will enable the 
introduction of different tree species 
to increase biodiversity. You may see 
preparations being made to clear the 
ground ready for tree planting next 
autumn/winter.autumn/winter.



New Parish 
Councillor
We’d like to welcome 
Richard Lloyd to our 
Parish Council. Richard 
has volunteered on the 
Planning Committee 
and Neighbourhood 
Planning Team for some time.  He has 
lived in Aldington for 7 years and 
has just moved to Church Lane.
A Director of GreenBox Kent, Richard 
is also one of the part time fi remen 
at Aldington Fire Station.  Welcome 
onboard, Richard.

Community 
Gardening  
What was a very untidy piece 
of ground in Goldwell Close 
is now in the process of being 
landscaped and will soon be 
ready for reseeding and planting.  
Two previously rotten benches 
have been restored thanks to the 
skill of Rod Gibbs and will shortly 
be put back ready for many more 
neighbourly cups of tea. With 
winter now over (hopefully!), we 
are looking for volunteers to join 
the small group who have driven 
this project.  If you’d like to help 
make a difference email: 
clerk@abpc.org.uk 
to get involved.

Children’s Easter 
Egg Hunt

The Aldington 
Fire Station 
crews are 
organising an 
Easter Hunt 
on Good 
Friday, April 
15th, starting 
from the 
Fire Station at 10.00am.  All 
local children are invited to join 
an Easter wors search to claim 
an Easter Egg prize!  The event 
is held in aid of the Fire Fighters 
Charity. Look out for more 
details on our Noticeboards and 
Facebook Page @AldBonPC

Platinum Jubilee Weekend  
We will be joining in the nation-wide 
celebration of HRH Queen Elizabeth’s 
70 years on the throne throughout 
the special Bank Holiday weekend 
of 2-5th June with a whole series of 
events.  On Thursday 2nd June we 
will gather at the Walnut Tree Pub then 
play our part in the nationwide beacon 
lighting at 9.45pm.  There will be a cream tea and music in 
the Walnut Tree on Satursday 4th and on Sunday 5th June 
we will Picnic on Reynold’s Playing Field as part of the 
Big Jubilee Lunch. Details will be announced nearer the 
time but make a diary note now! There will be games for 
the children and a wide range of food on offer, or you can 
simply bring your own to mark the occasion and join in 
the fun. 

Improving Playgrounds  
The installation of the new, inclusive roundabout in the Reynolds 
playground allows children of all abilities to play together, it’s fl ush-
to-the-ground design making it easy to board and there are points 
to which a wheelchair can be secured.  Let’s hope it gives as long 
service as its predecessor.  Its arrival provoked comparison with the 
other children’s play area in Aldington Meadows. This recreation 
area is also very much on the Parish Council agenda. We are 
currently exploring funding and debating a wide range of options 
for improving here too.  If you’d like to know more keep an eye on 
future PC Meeting Agendas. Playground equipment is quite an 
investment so we will be fund raising for this purpose.

ALDINGTON & BONNINGTON CHILDREN'S E 5 E 
HUNT GOOD FRIDAY 15TH APRIL 10AM TO 2PM Starting & finishing at Aldington Fire Station 

Solve the Easter word puzzle to claim your Easter Egg prize! 

Find the letters hidden around the village to claim an 
Easter Egg from Alaington Fire Station crew. 
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