
 

 
 

Report ABPC/21/18 

To: Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council.  
Date: 14th February 2022 
Status: Public Report 
Subject: Finance, Quarterly review 
 

1. SUMMARY: 
This report brings to the Parish Council an update on its financial standing against its 
budget at the end of the third quarter of the financial year. 
 

2. REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION. 
The Parish Council is required to be open and transparent in its day to day financial 
transactions 
 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. To receive and note Report ABPC/21/18. 
2. To receive and note the financial position at the end of the third quarter of 

the financial year. 
 

4. INTRODUCTION: 
The Parish Council Financial Regulations require the members to be updated with the 
current financial position on a regular basis. The opportunity has been taken to provide 
an up to date summary against the annual budget. 
 
It should be noted that the overall expenditure at the end of the third quarter of the 
financial year is at 69.87% of the annual budget and it is anticipated that the overall 
expenditure at the year end will remain within the budget. Any sections of the budget 
that are likely to exceed the budget will be covered by savings made elsewhere within 
the budget. 
 
 

 CONTACT OFFICER AND BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS. 
If you have any queries about this report please contact the Responsible Financial 
Officer of the Council Tel.: 07928 453208 or email: clerk@abpc.org.uk   prior to the 
meeting.  
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 Budget 

2021 22 

1/4/21 to 

30/6/21

1/7/21 to 

30/9/21

1/10/21 to 

31/12/21 Total % of budget

Remaining 

budget

allotments 50.00           -               -               -               -               -              50.00           

audit 550.00         190.00         400.00         -               590.00         107.27       40.00-           

contingency 4,390.00      38.97           375.96         2,543.48      2,958.41      67.39         1,431.59      

dog waste bags 550.00         367.00         -               368.50         735.50         133.73       185.50-         

donations 600.00         -               -               400.00         400.00         66.67         200.00         

electricity/telephone 800.00         80.00           30.00           30.00           140.00         17.50         660.00         

grounds maintenance 13,000.00   2,645.25      2,901.36      2,565.47      8,112.08      62.40         4,887.92      

hire of halls 150.00         -               56.00           96.00           152.00         101.33       2.00-             

insurance 1,800.00      -               1,176.68      -               1,176.68      65.37         623.32         

newsletter 650.00         -               -               -               -               -              650.00         

staff costs 23,000.00   5,699.55      5,559.98      5,779.63      17,039.16   74.08         5,960.84      

stationery 400.00         139.63         21.90           62.88           224.41         56.10         175.59         

subscriptions 830.00         775.55         144.50         -               920.05         110.85       90.05-           

training 200.00         65.00           30.00           40.00           135.00         67.50         65.00           

IT replacement fund 775.00         -               -               775.00         775.00         100.00       -               

47,745.00   10,000.95   10,696.38   12,660.96   33,358.29   69.87         14,386.71   

 
 

allotments 250.00          0 0 0 0 -              250.00             
grounds maintenance 900.00          0 0 900 900 100.00        -                   
interest -                 1.7 1.08 1.55 4.33 4.33-                 
miscellaneous 200.00          0 0 200 200 100.00        -                   
precept 38,855.00     19427.5 19427.5 0 38855 100.00        -                   
transfer aldington meadows 780.00          390 390 0 780 100.00        -                   
106 maintenance fund 6,760.00       1689.99 1689.99 1689.99 5069.97 75.00          1,690.03         

47,745.00     21,509.19     21,508.57     2,791.54      45809.3 95.95          1,935.70         

 

 



 opening 

balance 

Receipts 

1/4/21 to 

30/6/21

Payments 

1/4/21 to 

30/6/21

Receipts 

1/7/21 to 

30/9/21

Payments 

1/7/21 to 

30/9/21

Receipts 

1/10/21 to 

31/12/21

Payments 

1/10/21 to 

31/12/21

Closing 

balance
Reserves
current year 21,509.19    10,000.95       21,508.57     10,696.38     2,791.54       12,660.96     12,451.01       
General reserve 9,006.15       879.74 314.14 0 900 0 10,471.75       
Contingency (by-election) 3,500.00       0 0 0 3,500.00         
play equipment (repairs & renewals)14,134.40     0 100 0 14,034.40       
Quarry field (Maintenance) 822.22          0 0 0 222.62 0 0 599.60            
Grants 1,755.86       0 1755.86 0 0 0 0 -                   
Village Hall 0 0 0 0 1630 1630 -                   
Reynolds Playing Field 0 165 0 0 165 0 -                   
War Memorial 4,083.35       0 0 0 0 0 0 4,083.35         
War memorial maintenance 903.01          0 10.38 0 0 30 0 922.63            
Aldington Meadows S106 funds -                   
Bus shelter 33.50            0 0 0 33.50              
Play area & land maintenance861.05          390 390 0 81.05              
Badgers Close S106 funds -                   
sport contribution 0 0 0 -                   
play area contribution 449.25          0 0 180 269.25            
Reynolds play area refurbishment24,998.39     0 24998.39 0 0 0 0 -                   
VE Day 2,600.82       0 0 960.2 321 0 0 3,240.02         
VE Day programme 300.00          0 0 0 0 0 0 300.00            
IT replacement fund 0 0 0 0 775 0 775.00            
106 maintenance fund 13,520.00     0 1689.99 0 1689.99 0 1689.99 8,450.03         
Neighbourhood Plan 256.15          8644 800.15 0 1320 0 80 6,700.00         
VAT 747.37-          0 6376.67 7124.04 1014.87 0 1589.26 2,604.13-         
Ecology grant 1,005.00       1,005.00         
106 funding Quarry Field 0 897.09 1657.09 760 0 500 500.00-            
Community Garden Project 0 0 0 165.9 0 120 285.90-            
Total 77,481.78     31,032.93    47,398.62       31,249.90     16,680.76     6,291.54       18,450.21     63,526.56        
 
  



 

 
Report ABPC/21/19 

To: Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council.  
Date: 14th February 2022 
Status: Public Report 
Subject: Allotments 
 

1. SUMMARY: 
This report brings to the Parish Council a proposal for improvements to the allotment 
site situated at Aldington Meadows. 
 

2. REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION. 
The Parish Council has Section 106 monies available for Allotments in terms of capital 
expenditure and maintenance funds which are time restricted, if unspent the funds are 
returned to the developer who made the contributions. 
 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. To receive and note Report RPC/21/19 
2. To request the Clerk to organise quotations for the proposed works. 
3. To request the Clerk to consult with allotment holders on the proposals 
4. To request the Clerk to bring an update on progress to the next Parish 

Council meeting. 
 

4. INTRODUCTION: 
The allotment site at Aldington Meadows was constructed in 2015 on the area of land 
passed to the Parish Council by the developers of Aldington Meadows. At the time no 
provision was made for the supply of sheds or water barrels.  
 
Over the last two years there have been complaints regarding the tidiness of the site 
and the fact that some of the plots had not been tended which meant that neighbouring 
plots were being infected by weeds that had seeded. A recent site visit has revealed 
that whilst some of the plots have small sheds some do not and some are in a poor 
state of repair. 
 
The Parish Council does have some s106 funding held at Ashford Borough Council 
specifically for allotments, namely £12,627.67 for capital expenditure and £3,230.33 
for maintenance works. 

5. PROPOSAL: 
It is suggested that in order to tidy up the site the Parish Council purchases suitable 
sheds, water barrels and compost bins for each plot. An indicative cost for the 
purchase of a shed being £781. 
 
Whilst a water barrel on each shed will provide some water for irrigation purposes this 



is limited. It has been observed that some allotment sites provide for rainwater 
harvesting as in the photograph below. Plot 1 at Aldington Meadows has not been 
cultivated and could therefore be used for such a structure as well as providing easy 
access to allotment holders for a supply of water. 

 
 

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
As Section 106 funding is available for improvements and maintenance of allotment 
sites there is no financial risk to the Parish Council. 

  



 
Report ABPC/21/20 

To: Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council.  
Date: 14th February 2022 
Status: Public Report 
Subject: Assets of Community Value  
 

1. SUMMARY: 
This report brings to the Parish Council details of the Community Right to Bid under 
the terms of the Localism Act 2011. 
 

2. REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION. 
The Parish Council is asked to consider nominating the Walnut Tree Inn and Aldington 
Post Office/Village Stores as Assets of Community Value 
 

3. RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. To receive and note Report ABPC/21/20 
2. To determine if the Parish Council wish to nominate Assets of Community 

Value as described in Report ABPC/21/20 
 

4. INTRODUCTION: 
Under the Localism Act 2011, a principal authority in England, Ashford Borough 
Council in this instance, must maintain a list of land in its area that is of community 
value – its list of “assets of community value”. The land (and that includes buildings) 
may be in public or private ownership and may be listed for a period of up to five years, 
unless the Secretary of State, by Order, substitute a longer period. 
 
The effect of being ‘listed’ is that, should a listed asset come up for sale, there will be 
a protected period during which a community interest group (which could include a 
Parish Council) may try to acquire it and save it for the community. The owner of the 
listed land must notify the local authority that he wishes to dispose of the land, and the 
authority must publicise receipt of this notice by making an entry in the list of assets of 
community value and, in a case where the land was listed in response to a community 
nomination, by giving written notice to the person who made the nomination, and by 
publicity in the area where the land is situated. If, before the end of the interim 
moratorium period, the authority receives from a community interest group a written 
request (however expressed) for the group to be treated as a potential bidder in 
relation to the land, the authority must pass on or inform the owner of the request.  
 
To classify land as land of community value, the local authority must be of the opinion 
that – 
Either: 

• An actual current use of the building or other land that is not an ancillary use 
furthers the social well-being or social interests of the local community, and 



• It is realistic to think that there can continue to be non-ancillary use of the 
building or other land which will further (whether or not in the same way) the 
social well-being or social interest of the community 

Or: 

• There is a time in the recent past when an actual use of the building or 
other land that was not an ancillary use furthered the social well-being or 
social interest of the local community, and 

• It is realistic to think that there is a time in the next five years when there 
could be non-ancillary use of the building or other land that would further 
(whether or not in the same way as before) the social well-being or social 
interest of the local community. 

These provisions are subject to any regulations which may be made concerning land 
which may be listed. 
 
A Parish Council may nominate land which it wishes to see included on the list and the 
local authority must consider the nomination and must accept it if (a) the land is in the 
authority’s area and (b) is of community value. 
 
Where land is included or removed from the list, the local authority must give notice 
to: 

• The owner of the land 

• The occupier of the land if the occupier is not also the owner 

• The person who made the nomination, if the land was included in the list in 
response to a community nomination 

• Any person specified, or of a description specified in the regulations. 
 

5. IMPLICATIONS: 
If an owner wants to sell the property/land that is on the list, they must tell the local 
authority. If the nominating body is keen to develop a bid, they can then call for the 
local authority to trigger a moratorium period during which time the owner cannot 
proceed to sell the asset. 
 
There are two moratorium periods. Both start from the date the owner of the asset tells 
the local authority of their intention to sell. The first is the interim moratorium period, 
which is 6 weeks, during which time a community organisation can decide if they want 
to be considered as a potential bidder. The other is a full moratorium period, which is 
six months, during which a community organisation can develop a proposal and raise 
the money required to bid to buy the asset. 
 
The regulations list some situations where the Moratorium will not be applied, even 
when it is an Asset of Community Value on the list. These exceptions include the sale 
of assets from one partner or another (for example in a divorce). 
 

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
There is no financial implication to the Parish Council in submitting an application for 
listing as an Asset of Community Value, however should the property become 
available for purchase and the Parish Council wish to proceed there are very strict 
guidelines which must be adhered to. 
 
In all likelihood the Parish Council will be looking to fund the project by way of loan, to 



do this the full council would have to approve making an application for a loan, that 
application would have to be accompanied by a copy of the Council’s budget for the 
current financial year and the following year showing the provision made to meet the 
loan costs. In addition a business case which should include a breakdown of the 
proposed works, estimated costs, financial planning to fund the loan repayments and 
the steps the council has in place to mitigate the risk for not being able to afford the 
loan repayments and will the council be looking to use reserves for the repayments or 
to increase the precept. 
 
If the precept is to be increased this needs to be detailed as to how much (amount and 
percentage) evidence will also be needed of public support to increase the precept to 
cover the loan repayments, normally by way of referendum which will have to be paid 
for even if the result goes against increasing the precept so that the project does not 
proceed. 
 
Ultimately the Secretary of State at the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities has to authorise the loan. 
 

7. POTENTIAL ASSETS: 
The Parish Council is asked to consider if it wishes the following to be considered for 
listing as an Asset of Community Value: 

• The Walnut Tree Inn 

• Aldington Post Office/Village Stores 
 


