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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on 

Monday 8th February 2021 online at 7.30 pm. 

In accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and 

Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was held as a virtual meeting. 

Present: Councillors: L Harman (Chairman), A Baldwin, M Boulden, R Boulding, A 

Bowman, P Kemp, R Spicer and S Wagstaff.  

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk. And 3 members of the public. 

860. Apologies for absence:  

Cllr W Parkinson 

861. Declarations of Interest: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

862. Public participation Session: 

A resident raised the issue of the apparent lack of roads maintenance in the Parish 

with culverts being blocked and drains ineffective. 

ACTION: The Parish Council is aware of the issues and are in communication with 

Kent Highways on the subject. 

863. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th January 2021 were submitted, 

approved as a true record to be signed by the Chairman at a time when current 

meeting restrictions permit. 

864. Planning Committee: 

The minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1st February 2021 were presented to 

the Parish Council. 

Resolved: To adopt the minutes of the planning committee held on 1st February 

2021 

865. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1569 Harmer & Sons Grounds Maintenance £1,311.24 

1570, 
1571 & 
1572 

Staff costs  £1,800.32 

 

866. Finance Quarterly Review: 

Report ABPC/20/12 brings to the Parish Council an update on its financial standing 

against its budget at the end of the third quarter of the financial year. 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/20/12. 
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2. To receive and note the financial position at the end of the third quarter 

of the financial year. 

 

867. NHS, Social Care & Frontline Workers’ Day: 

The Pageantmaster Bruno Peek has issued the following statement: 

“Having spent nearly 40 years organising national and international events involving 
people from all walks of life, I wanted to launch a unique project that would celebrate 
our wonderful NHS and all those men and women who work in care homes and in 
providing other frontline services. 

The result is a day of celebration and commemoration on 5th July 2021 – the 71st 
birthday of the NHS – that will become an annual event to not only recognise those 
that work tirelessly and selflessly on the frontline but also to raise valuable funds for 
NHS Charities Together and the National Care Association. The event will recognise 
people who put their lives at risk to save others from the dreadful disease that is 
affecting us all at the moment and those who maintain the essential services that keep 
our country running in the most difficult of circumstances. 

I have been joined by a team of people from organisations and companies in a whole 
range of disciplines who are as committed as I am to ensuring that NHS and Frontline 
Workers’ Day will become a lasting tribute to all those people who make such an 
important contribution to our families, our communities and our nation. 

To coincide with the Nation’s Toast, it’s time to get sociable. You are invited to meet 
up with family, friends and neighbours to organise a garden or street party. You can 
also stage parties in care homes, pubs, village halls, wine bars, social clubs and lots 
of other locations. Once we have put 2020 firmly behind us, this is the chance for a 
huge community celebration, with our minds firmly fixed on the amazing work of our 
NHS and frontline heroes.” 

The Parish Council is asked to consider if it wishes to organise an event which will 
have to be planned around any restrictions in place on gatherings at the time. 

After discussion it was agreed that given the current position with regard to gatherings 

July would be too early to consider an event.  

ACTION: Councillors requested that the matter be added to the next agenda to 

consider how to mark the event. 

868. Aldington Meadows: 

Bellway have responded to the Parish Council regarding the ongoing maintenance 

issues to the effect that they were awaiting a response from the Contractor Firstport. 

 ACTION: A further letter is to be sent to Firstport. 

869. Neighbourhood Plan: 

Cllr Harman reported that now the Vision had been finalised a small working group 

were now working on the objectives which will form the basis of the plan. The outline 

of these objectives was shared with the Parish Council. 
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In view of the quantity of documents that are required to be published on the website 

as well as making access easier a subsidiary site is being established with a direct link 

from the Parish Council site. 

Cllr Baldwin made reference to the apparent lack of engagement with young people. 

This has been acknowledged from the results of Questionnaire 1. The intention is to 

establish one or more online workshops in the coming months to alleviate this issue. 

The photographic competition has now been judged and the winners from the 99 

entries have been notified. The Parish Council would like to thank the judges for their 

time in reviewing all of the entries.  

870. Quarry Field, woodland and pond: 

There has been no progress this month due to the weather conditions. 

871. Tree Policy: 

Report ABPC/20/13 brings to the Parish Council a new policy in order that a 

consistent approach will be made to the management of trees within the Parish. 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/20/13 

2. To receive and adopt the tree policy. 

3. To request the Parish Clerk to establish a detailed tree register. 

 

872. Other Items for Information: 

Cllr Harman thanked Cllr Boulden for undertaking the tree work at St Rumwold’s 

Church. 

873. Exclusion of the Public and Press: 

Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

Public and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential 

nature of the business to be conducted. 

874. Grounds Maintenance: 

Report ABPC/20/14 the current Grounds Maintenance Contract expires on 31st March 

2021 and Tenders have been sought for a three year contract. 

Resolved:  

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/20/14 

2. To receive and note the details of the tenders. 

3. To award the Contract for a three year period commencing 1st April 2021 

to Contractor number 3 Harmer & Sons Ground Maintenance Ltd. 

  

875. Section 106 funding:  
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A list of potential projects was drawn up for submission to the planning department at 

Ashford Borough Council when requested by them.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm. 

Date of next meeting: Monday 8th March 2021, commencing 7.30pm. 


