
Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on 

Monday 13th September 2021 in Aldington Village Hall, Roman Road, Aldington 

at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillors: L Harman (Chairman), A Baldwin, R Boulding, P Kemp, R 

Spicer and S Wagstaff. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk 

Also present 9 members of the public. 

929. Apologies for Absence: 

Councillors: M Boulden, A Bowman and W Parkinson. 

930. Declarations of Interest: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

931. Public Participation Session: 

A resident asked if all areas of the Parish were subject to inferior broadband speed 

as they were finding it almost impossible to work from home due to the slow speed. 

He had been doing some research into Community Fibre Partnership and if there 

was sufficient support this would be a possibility. 

 Cllrs Harman and Wagstaff to liaise with the resident to seek a way forward. 

A resident made a statement regarding the proposals being put forward by EDF for a 

Solar Farm emphasising the precedence of the scheme, the lack of consideration to 

the heritage assets of the Parish and the quality of the farmland being proposed. 

The Chairman advised that as Borough Councillor had requested the planning 

department to seek specific information from EDF to be included in the planning 

application. 

932. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th July 2021 were submitted, 

agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

933. Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman commenced by presenting certificates to the winners and runners up 

of the Best Kept Allotment, this year it had been a difficult year for the judges as 

there was only half a point separating the winners and runners up. 

The Chairman congratulated Alison Baldwin and Brenda Kemp for organising the 

highly successful Village Fete which she was unable to attend due to a prior family 

commitment. 

934. Planning: 

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meetings held on 2nd and 25th August 2021 

were submitted, and adopted as a true record of those meetings. 

935. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 



Payments made prior to the meeting: 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1617 Aldington Village Hall Room hire £28.00 

1618 BWP Creative Website annual fee £273.60 

1619 SLCC Annual subscription £144.50 

1620 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £1,044.00 

1621, 
1622 & 
1623 

Staff costs August  £1,886.50 

1624 A Eardley Neighbourhood plan £1,440.00 

 

Payments presented at meeting 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

165 J Boot Neighbourhood Plan £120.00 

1626 SLCC Enterprises Training £36.00 

1627 L Harman Reimbursement £165.90 

1628 Treeventures Ltd Tree survey £833.62 

1629 PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit £480.00 

1630 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £1,284.00 

1631 Aldington Village Hall Room hire £199.00 

1632, 
1633 & 
1634 

Staff costs   £1,914.32 

 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and authorise the payments listed. 

2. To authorise the transfer of £4,000.00 from deposit account to current 

account. 

 

936. Notice of conclusion of audit: 

The Parish Council’s External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn LLP have issued their report in 

respect of the financial year 2020/21 which states: 

“On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of 

the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to 

our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory 

requirements have not been met. 

There are no other matters affecting our opinion to be drawn to the attention of the 

authority.” 

937. Insurance: 

Report ABPC/21/12 brings to the Parish Council details for the renewal of its 

insurance policy which is due to expire on 30th September. 



Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/21/12 

2. To receive and note the quotation 

3. To accept the proposed quotation from Zurich Municipal on a 3 year long 

term agreement. 

  

938. Quarry Field, Quarry Wood and Pond: 

The next stage of works is to undertake the clearance of the next third of the pond of 

weed and reeds. This will be organised shortly and the area will be fenced off whilst 

the works are undertaken.  

939. Community Garden: 

The area has been cleared of undergrowth and has now been rotavated ready for 

the roots to be removed. A quotation has been requested for the installation of raised 

beds and a seating area.  

940. Play equipment: 

A Quotation has been received for the potential replacement of the roundabout and 

swing in the Reynolds play area with equipment that is disabled friendly. After 

discussion it was agreed to proceed with the replacement of the roundabout. 

The Clerk has met with representatives from two companies regarding the open 

space at Aldington Meadows and is awaiting quotes. These will be discussed at the 

next meeting of the Parish Council as well as potential funding requirements for the 

project. 

941. Tree Survey: 

A Quantified Tree Risk Assessment has been carried out on behalf of the Parish 

Council by Treeventures Limited, a company specialising in this field of work. The 

survey has identified a number of trees that require some action as soon as possible 

as well as others that need attention when finances allow. 

The survey has highlighted that there are a number of Ash trees on our land which, 

in all likelihood, will need attention in the future. It is therefore suggested that a sum 

is set aside in future budgets for tree maintenance work. 

It is recommended that the Parish Council seeks quotations for the undertaking of 

the priority works. 

Resolved: To request the Parish Clerk to request quotations for the priority 

tree works identified.  

942. Village Event: 

Councillor Baldwin reported that the event was a huge success, whilst it was not set 

up to be a fund raising exercise a surplus was made which will be put towards the 

Platinum Jubilee Event on Saturday 4th June 2022 for which planning is already 

underway and the Village Hall booked. 



Some fund raising events are already being planned, a 1950’s themed evening in 

January at the Walnut Tree and a Boot Fair on the 14th May. 

943. Neighbourhood Plan: 

There will be an exhibition in the Village Hall on Saturday 2nd October 2021 from 

2pm to 4pm to show what work has been undertaken so far and to obtain feedback 

and support on the Vision and the Objectives. 

944. Football on Quarry Field: 

Now that the football season has started the annual issue of footballs penetrating the 

hedge behind the goal and landing in the gardens of Goldwell Close has 

commenced. A dialogue has commenced with the football club to find ways of 

alleviating the issue which will benefit them as well as the residents. 

Previously the idea of installing a temporary netting system behind the goal has been 

explored but this is reliant upon availability and willingness of people to put in place 

and remove after games. A permanent netting system could be a solution but would 

need to be somewhere in the region of 25 feet high to stop the majority of the balls, 

quotations have been sought by the football club and these vary between £3,000 

and £4,000 which is not affordable by the football club. 

The Parish Council is asked to consider how it wishes to proceed with matters as 

there is no provision within its budget for the current financial year to fund the 

project.  

Resolved: 

1. To request the Parish Clerk to investigate the potential of grant funding. 

2. To request that Aldington Football Club rotate the pitch by 90 degrees with 

immediate effect. 

 

945. Public Rights of Way: 

Over the last two years there has been a marked increase in the number of people 

using public rights of way as a means of exercise and being outside. Aldington and 

Bonnington have numerous Public Rights of Way which have to be maintained by 

the landowner and are overseen by Kent Highways. 

Landowners are reminded that they must avoid putting obstructions on or across the 

route, such as fences or padlocked gates. They must ensure vegetation does not 

encroach onto the route from the sides or above. Obstructing a public right of way is 

a criminal offence, Kent Highways has the right to demand you remove any 

obstruction. 

Cross field public rights of way, if cultivated, the pathway needs to remain apparent 

on the ground to at least the minimum width of 1 metre and is not obstructed by 

crops. It must be restored to at least the minimum width so that it is reasonably 

convenient to use within 14 days of being cultivated. 

946. Any items of Information: 



Kent Highways have submitted an outline scheme to the parish council to improve 

the junction to Calleywell Lane by way of introducing a DDA crossing and improving 

sight lines. This will be taken to a Schemes Department meeting later this year in a 

bid to obtain the funds to implement which are significant. 

Councillor Spicer reported that the Xmas fair will take place on the 28th November 

with 30 stalls which have been fully booked. 

Councillor Spicer reported that a residents management company has been set up 

with 3 directors for Aldington Meadows and Messrs Weller Hedley solicitors are 

dealing with the transfer of the land from Bellway to the management company. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm. 


