
We want your views while we are at an early stage in developing 
our proposals. This leaflet introduces the East Stour Solar Farm 
and sets out how you can respond to a public consultation on
our proposals.

INTRODUCING EAST 
STOUR SOLAR FARM
EDF Renewables are proposing a new 
solar farm on land south of the M20 and 
north-east of Aldington, connecting to 
the National Grid at Sellindge substation.

What is proposed?
East Stour Solar Farm would use 
photovoltaic (PV) panels to generate electricity 
from the sun. These would be mounted on the 
ground in rows. They would be set at an 
angle of around 20 degrees, with a 
maximum height of 3 metres and gaps 
between the rows. The panels would be  
surrounded by a two metre high deer fence 
with a field gate at the site entrance. 

The solar farm would connect to the National 
Grid at the existing Sellindge substation. 
EDF Renewables, through its battery storage 
team Pivot Power, is also considering land  
between the East Stour Solar Farm and 
Sellindge Substation for a battery energy 
storage system.
 
We currently expect the battery storage to 
come forward as a separate planning  
application but recognise that they are related 

and will share a common grid connection. We 
will be making sure that both schemes can be 
built separately and there are no additional 
impacts as a result of developing both schemes. 
 
Where is it?
The East Stour Solar Farm site is located across 
several fields south of the M20 motorway,  
totalling approximately 102ha (252 acres).

We think this is an excellent location for a new 
solar farm because there are no historic,  
ecological or landscape designations within the 
site. It is also suitably sunny and next to the  
existing substation at Sellindge, where it  
could connect to the National Grid.

Who are EDF Renewables?
EDF Renewables is a leading renewable energy 
developer and operator in the UK. For more  
information, please see our website: 
www.edf-re.uk



This involves carrying out surveys and  
assessments to understand potential impacts 
from development and any need for mitigation 
measures. Our site design will be informed by 
these assessments.

Building and running the solar farm
The construction process would take 
approximately 9 months. During this period, 
there would be a temporary compound for 
storage, worker welfare facilities and a site  
office. We would agree a Construction  
Management Plan with Ashford Borough  
Council setting out how we will manage 
construction activities.

Once operational, East Stour Solar Farm would 
be monitored and operated mostly remotely. 
Checks would take place monthly with staff  
accessing the site in a light vehicle. 

Community and wider benefits
The East Stour Solar Farm would be able to 
generate up to 49.9MW of electricity. This is 
enough to meet the equivalent needs of 
approximately 17,000 homes in the Borough of 
Ashford every year1 and offset approximately  
16,100 tonnes of carbon in emissions2. We also 
expect to put in place a community fund worth 
up to £20,000 a year over the lifetime of the 
scheme, as well as improving biodiversity and 
soil health.
1. Based on European Commission, Photovoltaic GIS (PVGIS-SARAH) initial site production estimate and average 
domestic electricity consumption per Ashford Borough Council household (DBEIS, 2020). Numbers presented to 
three significant figures.
2. Based on UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for Company Reporting (DBEIS, 2021)

Share your views
We are consulting on our proposals until  
9 August 2021. Under normal circumstances, 
we would invite people living near the scheme 
to public exhibitions – but we have decided not 
to do so in this case due to the ongoing  
uncertainty created by COVID 19.

We are making a range of other ways to find 
out more and respond to the consultation 
available. You can:

We carefully consider the environmental characteristics of a potential site when 
preparing proposals for a solar farm.

View a virtual public exhibition at  
our project website:
www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

If you do not have internet access and would 
like to view hard copies of the materials, please 
contact us using the details below and we will 
post a copy to you.

Take part in online Q&A sessions, currently 
scheduled for Saturday 17 July, 2:00pm and 
Thursday 22 July, 7:00pm. You can register to 
take part through our website.

Contacting us directly on east.stour@edf-re.uk 
or 0800 0194 576

You can share your views on our proposals by 
completing the final page of this leaflet and 
returning it using the enclosed Freepost  
envelope. Alternatively, you can visit our  
website and complete a questionnaire by the 
deadline of 9 August 2021.
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What happens next?
This is our first round of consultation. 
Once it closes on 9 August 2021, we 
will carefully consider all of the views we 
receive, update our plans, and present a 
more detailed design as part of a further 
consultation in Autumn 2021. We would 
then seek planning permission from  
Ashford Borough Council later in 
the year.



This survey
You can complete this questionnaire and return it in the enclosed Freepost envelope by  
9 August 2021. Alternatively, the survey can also be completed online at 
www.edf-re.uk/renewables/east-stour

You can also return this by post to: FREEPOST reference RTRB-LUUJ-AGBY, 
c/o SEC Newgate UK, Sky Light City Tower, 50 Basinghall Street, London, EC2V 5DE

Please only answer the questions that you want to.

1. The project
Q1: Are you concerned about the effects of climate change?

Q2: Do you support the generation of renewable energy in Kent?

Q3:  Do you support the development of solar farms?

Q4: Are you supportive of the East Stour Solar Farm proposal? 

Q5: Please use the space below to explain your answer to the previous question.

Q6:  What do you think we need to consider in preparing our detailed design for 
East Stour Solar Farm? 



Privacy
We take your privacy seriously. We have appointed SEC Newgate UK to assist us in carrying out this consultation. The consultant may collect the 
following data from you if you choose to share it; your name, address, email and the contents of the feedback you have given. They record this 
information about you for the purposes of asking for your views on the proposed East Stour Solar Farm. Your personal data will not be used for any 
other purposes without your consent. At the end of the project, the consultant will remove your contact details from their information systems. If you 
wish to review their privacy policy in more detail, please visit their website: secnewgate.co.uk 

3. About yourself
Do you live locally? 

Are you responding as a representative of any organisation or group?

If you’d like us to speak to your organisation, let us know by contacting us on  
Freephone 0800 0194 576 or east.stour@edf-re.uk and we can arrange to do  
this virtually.

If so, which organisation? 

If you’re local please provide your postcode, so we can 
analyse whether we’re reaching local people. 

What age category do you fall into?

Under 20 20-29 30-39

40-49 50-59 60+

Q7:  Please share any other thoughts that you have here. 

2. Future consultation
We will be presenting a more detailed design at a further round of consultation in Autumn 2021. 
It is likely that we will be able to hold public meetings at that time. 

Would you attend a public exhibition event locally if we were to hold one at our next consultation 
in the Autumn? 


