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Https://www.abpc.org.uk 

 
The Mission Hall 

Forge Hill 
Aldington 

Kent 
TN25 7DT 

To all members of the Council 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend an online meeting of Aldington and Bonnington 
Parish Council for the purpose of transacting the following business. 
 

Peter Setterfield 
Peter Setterfield PSLCC Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council. 
 

Agenda for the Meeting of  
Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council 
To be held on 12th April 2021 at 7.30pm 

 
Login:- 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83322638552?pwd=bEVlMDRBTnoxV3ZlQ1huUjBXdHNjUT09 
Please follow the instructions on the screen. 
 
The meeting reference and password are available on prior application to the Parish 
Clerk by email clerk@abpc.org.uk before 3pm on the 12th April 2021. 
 

1. Apologies for Absence. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest. 
 

3. Public Participation Session:  
There is an opportunity for any members of the public present to make comments and 
representations for 15 minutes, prior to the commencement of the Parish Council 
meeting. 
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2021. 

 
5. Parish Council and Annual Parish meetings: 

As councillors are aware the Parish Council have been unable to hold any meetings 
in person due to the restrictions imposed by HM Government in response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Legislation was passed in the form of the Local Authorities and 
Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 

https://www.abpc.org.uk/
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Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 which has permitted 
the use of the Zoom platform to conduct meetings. This legislation is scheduled to 
expire on the 7th May 2021. Despite representations from the National Association of 
Local Councils and the Society of Local Council Clerks HM Government have issued 
a statement to the effect that any extension to the time period will require primary 
legislation and given the pressure on their timetable they have concluded that it is not 
possible to bring forward emergency legislation at this time. 

The matter has been taken to the High Court who have directed that the case will be 
heard by the end of April. 

In the meantime any in person meetings have to be conducted in accordance with any 
restrictions on movement and venues that are in place. As the Parish Council does not 
own any buildings it will need to hold the meeting in a community building and these 
are at the present time looking at the 21st June as an opening date in line with HM 
Government’s Roadmap. 

The Local Government Act 1972 requires the Parish Council to hold its Annual Parish 
Council meeting during May and the Annual Parish Meeting between the 1st March 
and 1st June each year. This was suspended for 2020 but there is no relaxation for 
2021. The Parish Council also needs to be mindful that it has to submit its Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return to the External Auditor by the 30th June. 

It is therefore recommended that the Parish Council considers holding its Annual 
Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 5th May 2021 when it can also consider the 
Annual Return before the ability to hold a virtual meeting expires. It is also 
recommended that as the Parish Council is only legally required to meet on 3 other 
occasions during the year that no meeting is held in June and consideration be given 
to holding future meetings at the Village Hall where social distancing will not be an 
issue. 

In terms of the Annual Parish Meetings recent years have seen separate meetings 
held in Aldington and Bonnington but given the restriction of the rule of 6 it would not 
be possible to hold the Bonnington meeting before the restriction is potentially lifted 
on 21st June. It is therefore recommended that for 2021 a combined Annual Parish 
Meeting be held using the Zoom platform before that facility is withdrawn on 7th May 
2021.   

6. Planning: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

7. Finance: 
Schedule of payments: 
 
Cheques issued prior to the meeting 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1583 Alison Eardley Neighbourhood Plan £480.00 

1584 Maps4planners Neighbourhood Plan £275.00 

 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1585 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £1,053.90 
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1586 JRB Enterprise Ltd Dog Waste bags £440.40 

1587 ACRK Annual subscription £80.00 

1588 CPRE Annual subscription £36.00 

1589 A Baker MUGA lights £165.00 

1590 KALC Annual subscription £624.48 

 Staff costs   

 
 
  
 

8. Refurbishment of the Reynolds Play area: 
Funding for the project has now been received from Ashford Borough Council and 
the order placed for the equipment. Confirmation of installation date is currently 
awaited. 
  

9. NHS, Social Care & Frontline Workers’ Day: 
Minute 867 dated 8th February 2021 and minute 883 dated 8th March 2021 refers.  
 

10. Village Event: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

11. Neighbourhood Plan: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 

 
12. Quarry Field, woodland and pond: 

An update will be given at the meeting on progress of the project. 
 
The Parish Council has received a communication from a local company whose key 
focus is protecting the environment have been in existence for the last 30 years and 
by way of celebration to mark the landmark would like to plant 30 trees in the area to 
showcase the event. They area asking if this is something that the Parish Council can 
assist with. 
 

13. Highways Improvement Plan: 
Kent County Council introduced the Highways Improvement Plan scheme in May 2019 
to provide Parish Councils with an opportunity to engage with their residents to identify 
highway priorities in their area and to work with KCC on what improvements could be 
taken forward and how this might be funded. 
 
A plan was compiled at the time which highlighted four priorities for consideration, 
these being a speed limit reduction on New Road Hill, Roman Road in the vicinity of 
the school, the junction of Frith Road Priory Road and Coopers Lane. 
 
Of the priorities the only one to be progressed was the speed limit on New Road Hill 
which was financed by the Parish Council and a Ward Member Grant from KCC. 
 
When a location has been identified as needing improvement research is undertaken 
as to the number of accidents that have occurred and if they are injury or fatal. If there 
are no accidents then improvements are not deemed priority and any works that may 
be agreed have to be funded by the Parish. 
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Several site visits were undertaken in the area of the school and it was deemed that 
the parking along Roman Road acted as natural traffic calming and reduced speeds. 
In terms of parking in inappropriate places Ashford Borough Council have sent out a 
warden on various occasions. 
Whilst there has been no agreement to reduce the speed limit road markings have 
been put in place on Knoll Hill. 
 
The junction of Frith Road and Priory Road was also highlighted by Bilsington and 
Mersham Parish Councils as this is where the Parish boundaries meet. No action has 
been taken regarding the junction. 
 
The Parish Council is asked to consider areas that it feels would be considered as 
potential for improvements as well as to seek the views of residents. All will be 
reviewed to see if they are covered under maintenance or if infrastructure needs to be 
put in place. Any projects that requires infrastructure will be costed and the Parish 
Council will either be expected to contribute towards the cost of the works or fully fund 
them. 
 

14. Church Lane, Aldington: 
Councillor Baldwin has obtained a copy of a report that was commissioned following 
the flooding of Church Lane earlier this year which rendered it impassable for a few 
days, this has been circulated to councillors. 
 
The Parish Council is asked to consider what actions it wishes to take in order that 
any works required are carried out as soon as possible. 
 

15. Phone Boxes: 
A resident has highlighted to the Parish Council a recent article in the local press 
relating to the adoption of the red phone boxes and suggesting the Parish Council 
obtain another for use as a defibrillator or other use. 
 
The Parish Council has already taken advantage of the scheme for those located 
within the Parish. The Parish Council is asked if it wishes to consider approaching BT 
for a further box to relocate to a site within the parish. 
 

16. Aldington Meadows Recreation Area: 
The Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contractor has been requested to clear a 
pathway through the undergrowth to the entrance of the old tennis court situated 
behind the allotments.  
 
Once this has been done the condition of the surface can be ascertained and plans 
developed as to potential usage of the whole area and potential upgrade/replacement 
of the children’s play area. 
 

17. High Speed Broadband: 
The Parish Council has become aware that Mersham Parish Council have been 
working with Openreach to bring forward a scheme for fibre to the premises. The costs 
of building the scheme are covered by the government and KCC grants. 
 



5 

 

Whilst the central part of Aldington benefits from High Speed Broadband those 
properties on the extremities do not. Research has identified that KCC has already 
funded improvements to the Broadband in Aldington to the extent of fibre to the cabinet 
and as such no further grant funding is available at the present time. 
 

18. Allotments: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

19. Operation Bridges: 
Outline the protocols and timetable of events that Parish Councils are expected to 
follow upon the death of a Senior National Figure. 
 

20. Other items for information: 
No formal decision will be made on any matters discussed at this time, should a 
decision be required the matter will be a formal agenda item at the next full meeting of 
the council. 
 

21. Exclusion of the Public and Press: 
That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the Public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting 
during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to 
be conducted. 
 

22. Aldington Meadows: 
 
 


