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The Mission Hall 

Forge Hill 
Aldington 

Kent 
TN25 7DT 

To all members of the Council 
 
You are hereby summoned to attend an online meeting of Aldington and Bonnington 
Parish Council for the purpose of transacting the following business. 
 

Peter Setterfield 
Peter Setterfield PSLCC Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council. 
 

Agenda for the Meeting of  
Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council 

To be held on 5th May 2021 at 7.30pm 
 

Login:- 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88092684104?pwd=SXR6ei9udEZoZUFSdmtFQ0JaN0pp
Zz09  
Please follow the instructions on the screen. 
 
The meeting reference and password are available on prior application to the Parish 
Clerk by email clerk@abpc.org.uk before 3pm on the 5th May 2021. 
 

1. To elect the Chairman of the Council and to receive the Chairman’s Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office. 

2. To elect the Vice Chairman of the Council and to receive the Vice Chairman’s 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

3. To receive apologies for absence: 
 

4. To receive any declarations of interest from members: 
 

5. Public Participation Session: 
This provides an opportunity for members of the public to raise questions about and 
comment on items on the agenda. Time for this session is limited to 15 minutes (3 
minutes per person) 
 

6. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 12th April 2021: 

https://www.abpc.org.uk/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88092684104?pwd=SXR6ei9udEZoZUFSdmtFQ0JaN0ppZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88092684104?pwd=SXR6ei9udEZoZUFSdmtFQ0JaN0ppZz09
mailto:clerk@abpc.org.uk


 
 

7. Financial year 2020/2021 end of year analysis: 
Report ABPC/2021/1 brings to the attention of councillors a summary of the Parish 
Council’s performance against its budget for the year ended 31st March 2021. 
 

8. Asset Register: 
Report ABPC/21/2 brings to the Parish Council a copy of the asset register completed 
from the Parish Council records. 
 

9. Report of the Independent Internal Auditor: 
Report ABPC/21/3 encloses the report of the Independent Internal Auditor who has 
been asked to complete the Annual Internal Audit Report section of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return to the Council’s External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn 
LLP. 
 

10. Statement on Internal Control for the Year ended 31 March 2021 – Annual 
Governance Statement: 
Report ABPC/21/4 details the Statement on Internal Control to support the Annual 
Governance Statement required as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return for the year ended 31st March 2021. 
 

11. Statement of Accounts for the Year ended 31 March 2021: 
Report ABPC/21/5 attaches the Statement of Accounts for the financial year 
2020/2021. 
 

12. Standing Orders & Financial Regulations: 
Report ABPC/21/6: As part of the annual procedures of the Parish Council a review 
is undertaken of the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations to ensure 
that they are up to date and fit for purpose. 
 

13. Procurement Policy: 
Report ABPC/21/7: Following the departure from the European Union the rules and 
regulations regarding the purchase of goods and services have been amended. 
Therefore a new procurement policy has been drawn up for adoption by the Parish 
Council. 
 

14. Parish Council appointees: 
Report ABPC/21/8 brings to the attention of Councillors a number of roles undertaken 
on behalf of the Parish Council by its members. As part of the Parish Council’s annual 
procedures it is asked to nominate members to undertake various roles. 
 

15. General Risk Assessment: 
Report ABPC/21/9 brings to the attention of councillors the outcomes from the 
completion of the Risk Assessment on the Council’s activities. 
 

16. Delegation: 
Report ABPC/21/10: In accordance with Section 101 of the Local Government Act 
1972 the Parish Council is permitted to arrange for the discharge of many of its 
functions by an officer of that authority, this permission cannot be given to an individual 



councillor. 
 

17. Planning: 
The Parish Council are asked to receive and adopt the minutes of the Planning 
Committee held on 26th April 2021. 
 

18. Reynolds Play Area: 
The Section 106 monies for the project have been received and the order placed for 
the equipment. An installation date is now awaited.  
 

19. Village Event: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

20. Neighbourhood Plan: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

21. Quarry Field, woodland and pond: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

22. Highways Improvement Plan: 
Kent County Council introduced the idea of Highways Improvement Plans in 2018 as 
a way in which Parish Council’s could bring to the attention of Kent Highways what 
they considered to be priority areas where road safety could be improved. 
 
At this time the Parish Council did submit a plan to Kent Highways for consideration, 
this included a reduction of the national speed limit on New Road Hill to 40mph, the 
area of Roman Road in the vicinity of the school and the crossroads at Aldington Frith. 
Of the potential schemes put forward the reduction of speed limit was the only measure 
taken forward. The others were assessed in particular paying particular attention to 
the crash data for the area, as there was little or no evidence they were not carried 
forward. 
 
The Parish Council is asked to consider any potential areas for improvement and for 
suggestions from residents for future submissions. It should be noted that Kent County 
Council has a limited budget and any schemes that are taken forward are likely to 
require financing by the Parish Council. 
 
It is recommended in the first place to draw up a list of highways issues for future 
consideration having asked residents to put forward their concerns. 
 

23. Phone Boxes: 
A resident has seen an article in the local press from British Telecom regarding the 
sale of disused telephone kiosks to Parish Council for £1. The enquiry was to see if 
the Parish Council had considered taking this forward as many had been converted to 
community usage such as defibrillators. 
 
The Parish Council has already benefited from the scheme with the Children’s library 
on Roman Road. The scheme is intended for the kiosk to remain in its original position 
and the purchase in an as seen condition.  
 



The Parish Council is asked does it want to purchase a further kiosk for a purpose to 
be determined and if so would it be willing to purchase a kiosk at market price. 
 

24. Aldington Meadows recreation area: 
The grounds maintenance contractor has cleared a pathway through the brambles 
and undergrowth to the entrance to the old tennis court. The area itself is still heavily 
overgrown and clearance will need to be left until the bird’s nesting season has 
finished. 
 
In the meantime councillors are asked for their input as to what improvements can be 
made to the whole area including the existing play area. Whilst no works can be 
undertaken quotations can be obtained and the potential for grant funding investigated 
as the remaining Section 106 funds to hand will not be sufficient. 
 

25. High Speed Broadband: 
The Parish Council has become aware that Mersham Parish Council have established 
a scheme to provide fibre communications through a community fibre partnership with 
Openreach. Funding for the project being partly from government and some from Kent 
County Council grant. 
 
The Kent County Council grant fund has already been used in Aldington to upgrade 
the exchange and provide fibre to the cabinet. Given the geographical nature of the 
Parish the majority of properties out of the village centre are not located close to the 
cabinet and are reliant upon copper cabling from the cabinet. 
 
The Government have recently launched a new scheme of grants which potentially 
residents of Aldington could benefit from, an initial random check of postcodes on the 
outer edge of the village qualify for one of the vouchers. 
 
The Parish Council, is asked to consider setting up a working group of three councillors 
to research and ascertain the potential demand for high speed broadband in the Parish 
where it is not currently available.   
 

26. Allotments: 
An update will be given at the meeting. 
 

27. Other items for information: 
 


