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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on 

Monday 14th December 2020 online at 7.30 pm. 

In accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and 

Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was held as a virtual meeting. 

Present: Councillors: L Harman (Chairman), A Baldwin, M Boulden, Cllr R Boulding, 

A Bowman, P Kemp, W Parkinson, R Spicer, and S Wagstaff.  

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk. And 1 member of the public 

836. Apologies for Absence: 

There were no apologies for absence. 

837. Declarations of Interest: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

838. Public Participation Session: 

Amy Francis joined the meeting to advise the Parish Council about her business plan 

as she was required to apply for a premises licence, the notification of which has 

been attached to her gate. 

Her proposed business is the distilling of Gin under the name of The Cottage 

Distillery. The licence is required for the production and sale of the end product 

although physical sales will not be offered and sales will be online with despatch by 

post. Should physical sales be considered in the future a change of use planning 

application will need to be submitted. Councillors wished Amy success with her 

business. 

839. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th November 2020 were 

submitted, approved as a true record to be signed by the Chairman at a time when 

current meeting restrictions permit. 

840. Planning Committee: 

The draft minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 7th December were 

presented and adopted by the full council. 

841. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1555 Alison Eardley NDP Consultant £429.30 

1556 Jati Ltd Memorial bench £363.62 

1557 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £981.90 

1558, 
1559 & 
1560 

Staff costs  £2,087.70 

1561 Sweatman mowers Servicing £918.41 

1562 P Kemp Reimbursement £17.20 
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Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed in the schedule of 

payments. 

842. Request for Financial Assistance: 

Kaleidoscope Childcare (formerly known as Aldington Pre-school) has been 

supporting families from the village and surrounding areas since 1989. During that 

time, they have moved from the Village Hall into their own building on the school site 

and have progressed to providing a full day pre-school and wrap around care for 

school children and pre-school children. 

Like many charities and businesses, however, they find that they can only provide a 

limited service due to Covid-19 restrictions. This is having a financial impact and it is 

predicted that they will have made a loss of approximately £14,000 since September. 

The Charity Trustees are cautious with their finances and they do have some reserves 

but a loss of this kind cannot continue long term. 

They are, therefore, asking if the Parish Council would be prepared to grant them 

some financial support to help with their expenses. Listed below are some of the 

annual costs based on the last financial year: 

Water         £450 

Electricity        £1,320 

Telephone and internet      £670 

Waste collection       £430 

Consumables (Cleaning supplies, PPE, Paper towels etc.)  £1,400   

The Parish Council after debate requested that a representative be invited to attend 

the January meeting of the Parish Council as they would like to know what other 

support they have sought and to what level they are looking for assistance. 

843. Budget 2021 / 2022: 

Report ABPC/20/11 concludes the budget making process for 2021 / 2022 and 

makes recommendations to enable the Council to set its precept for 2021 / 2022 and 

to notify the tax collecting authority in accordance with statutory legislation. 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/20/11 

2. To determine the Parish Council’s budget for 2021 / 2022 as Option 4 

(detailed below) 

3. To confirm the Precept for 2021 / 2022 in accordance with the provisions in 

Sections 39, 41 and 50 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 

4. To authorise the Parish Clerk to sign the precept demand on the Borough 

Council. 
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Budgeted expenditure 2021 / 2022

Allotments 50.00          

Audit 550.00        

Contingency 4,390.00    

Dog waste bags 550.00        

Donations 600.00        

Electricity/telephone 800.00        

Grounds maintenance 13,000.00  

Hire of halls 150.00        

Insurance 1,800.00    

Newsletter 650.00        

Staff costs 23,000.00  

Stationery 400.00        

Subscriptions 830.00        

Training 200.00        

IT replacement fund 775.00        

47,745.00  

Financed By:

Allotments 250.00        

Grounds maintenance 900.00        

Miscellaneous 200.00        

Precept 38,855.00  

Transfer Aldington meadows 780.00        

106 Maintenance fund 6,760.00    

47,745.00  

Tax base 621

Band D equivalent £62.57

weekly cost £1.20
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844. Neighbourhood Plan: 

Members of the team recently attended a presentation that introduced the Kent 

Community Hub, which brings together several organisations and experts 

specialising in rural housing and is organised by ACRE Kent (Action with 

Communities in Rural England).  Topics covered included the formation of 

Community Land Trusts, an avenue which needs investigation now that the first 

questionnaire and the free format comments have been fully analysed. 

The team has been working towards completing the Vision statement which 

hopefully will be available at the January meeting. It is hope that it will be possible to 

hold a Spring Exhibition to show residents what has been achieved so far towards 

the plan and to discuss with residents in order to gain support. Timing for the 

Exhibition will depend on when restrictions on gatherings are lifted in the New Year. 

Sheila Garrard and Glyn Bryant have been compiling the Parish Profile which 

outlines the history of the two parishes to give the background to the Neighbourhood 

Plan. It is a most interesting read and was recommended to the Council by Cllr. 

Boulding. 

845. Quarry Field, Woodland and pond: 

Following the recent rainfall the pond is once again full. Recently a native species 

hedgerow has been planted behind the pond which, as it grows, will attract wildlife to 

the area as well as providing a winter food source. 

The Council possesses some fancy ironwork which is the same width as the fence 

panel next to the Reynolds Gate by the new bungalows. It was agreed that the fence 

panel should be removed and the ironwork installed as a Bespoke pedestrian gate to 

make access easier for pedestrians. 

The Parish Council has two planters in storage at the present time it. A councillor 

asked that they be utilised. It was agreed that these should be installed, one next to 

the millennium stone and the other next to the bus shelter on Roman Road. 

846. Other items for information:  

Cllr Boulding reported that the roses had now been planted at the war memorial and 

the hedge thickened. A vote of thanks was proposed to the volunteers for 

undertaking these works. 

It was noted that a new 40mph speed restriction has been put in place through 

Court-at-street. 

Cllr Spicer reported since placing a post on the Aldington Community Facebook 

page the number of entries for the photographic competition had increased to 20. 

Cllr Parkinson reported that he was making enquiries regarding a replacement gas 

strut on one of the adult fitness items, he was asked to pass the faulty strut to Cllr 

Kemp who will liaise with our Contractor to deal with. 
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Discussion was held regarding the potential for replacing the ride on mower with one 

that is road legal. No decision was made as a firm price was not available and the 

Clerk was asked to enquire if s106 funds could be used for the purchase. This will be 

discussed at a future meeting. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm.  


