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Minutes of a meeting of the Aldington and Bonnington Neighbourhood 

Planning Team held via Zoom on Monday 28th September 2020 at 6pm. 

Present: Cllr L Harman (Chair), Cllr R Boulding, G Bryant, S Garrard, N Hulme, R 

Lloyd. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield, Parish Clerk and Consultants J Boot and A Eardley 

The Chair advised that L Jessup had stood down from the group as she was unable 

to devote the time needed to the project at the present time. 

The Chair welcomed R Lloyd to the group  

Apologies for absence: There were no apologies for absence. 

1. First review of Questionnaire 1: 

Prior to the meeting the Chair had circulated a presentation of the top line statistical 

information obtained from the questionnaire.  

LH summarised: 208 responses from 550 households, each sent 2 paper 

questionnaires.  The survey was conducted online and on paper simultaneously.  2/3 

of the returned responses were completed on paper.  Some households clearly sent 

a response from 2 individuals.  Some sent just one.  Assuming 2 from each 

household the response represents in the region of a 20% response. 

GB stated that the results showed that carefully controlled development that protects 

the countryside was acceptable and that the age structure of the respondents was 

broadly in line with the structure at the 2011 Census, it was noted the lack of 

response from the youngest residents. 

LH was disappointed at the lack of response from younger people. 

SG expected that the older age group would be the ones who responded and that 

the the number of responses stating people work at home number may be skewed 

due to Covid. 

NH enquired about the detail of the free script responses. 

LH explained that the summary was that generated automatically within the survey 

platform at present.  All text, handwritten into responses was able to be interrogated 

and SG was investigating best way to do so. 

JB ( consultant) stated that the response was at a good level and the age range not 

untypical. He was working on a similar project at Horsmonden and their 
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questionnaire provided a similar age profile. He is working with them and consulting 

with English Rural on Local Needs Housing. 

SG Comments can be tagged to make analysis easier. Also interesting to map 

where the responses came from to compare between the village centre the outlying 

areas and Bonnington. 

AE( consultant)  the older age groups are the ones who tend to fill in this type of 

questionnaire, the challenge is how do we engage with the younger age group. An 

engagement strategy needs to be developed. 

RL this is a fantastic response the younger age group are negative by nature and 

ignore this type of engagement when there is no incentivisation. It is important that 

we get an initial thank you newsletter out with the highlights of the results to show 

that we are dealing with the information we have been given. 

JB ( consultant) clearly we will be looking at Design Guides  ( strong expression of 

interest in Questionnaire 1 response) We can ask residents to submit pictures of 

their favourite views etc. for reference. There is a technical support package 

available from Locality for this aspect. 

LH what maps should we be looking at preparing, green spaces, heritage assets, 

walking/cycling routes? 

JB strongly advises the introduction of maps. The purpose of the Neighbourhood 

Plan is to shape development with the aid of protective policies. Do we have 

explanation on the website?  An FAQ section would be helpful. 

2. Next steps. 

SG to drill down into the responses that we have received.   

LH to propose a communications strategy. To consider a photo competition on 

favourite views. 

LH to investigate creation of maps for the website and future workshops.  

Highlighting land in PC ownership, Landscape character, heritage buildings, walking/ 

cycling routes. 

JB. To review the summary data and to provide suggestions as to best steps 

forward.  Including the Locality Technical Support Package for a community Design 

Guide. 

The initial results to be published on the website. Thank you and first indication of 

results to be included in next PC newsletter. 

Frequently Asked Questions on Neighbourhood Plans to be placed on website. 

Calendar of meetings to be published on website.  For the moment, as with PC 

meetings, all meeting are virtual and will be held via Zoom. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.15pm. 


