
January 2021 

Springtime, longer days 
and more sunshine are 
starting to feel 
tantalisingly close now 
that 2021 is underway 
and we are very much 
hoping that this will be a 
good year. 

Whatever happens - let’s 
stay positive and hope 
that, by the Summer, 
some normality will  
have resumed.  

At the time of writing, the vaccination programme is starting to roll 
out and our own surgeries, both at Hamstreet and in Sellindge, are 
listed as vaccination centres - so we are blessed.

Our COVID-19 Support Group is active again in the parish, helping 
those that are shielding, self-isolating or have contracted 
Coronavirus.  Many thanks to all volunteers, the help you provide is 
a life-line to some, as is the chat, advice and connection on the
Community FaceBook Pages. If you do need help contact us via 
Cllr. Linda Harman (email or telephone number in the side panel.)

Looking forward, the Parish Council are very much hoping to be 
able to progress plans for 2021.  We’d like to set up a Nature 
Conservation Group and connect with the school to get involved 
with improving Quarry pond and wood.  We’re hoping that we will 
be able to organise a village event in the summer and be able to 
invite young people in the village to talk to us.  We’re waiting to be 
able to update the Reynold’s children’s play area. The 
Neighbourhood Planning Team want to invite everyone to see 
progress far…but until we can at least hold socially distanced 
meetings, we are stuck with Zoom and doing what we can.

Very best wishes to everyone.

your Parish Council

Next Parish Meeting: 

Aldington & Bonnington Parish 
Council meetings continue to be via 
Zoom until further notice. 

Next meeting: 8th February 2021 
starting at 7.30pm.

Email Peter Setterfield: 
clerk@abpc.org.uk or on telephone 
07928 453208 (office hours 
09.00-15.00hrs, Monday, 
Wednesday & Thursday) 

or Councillor Linda Harman; 
tel: 07802 776779   email: 
lindaharman@abpc.org.uk

Spring flowers for the 
War Memorial 

Aldington Primary School children 
visited the War Memorial in 
November to learn about how the 
World Wars affected our parish. 
Watch out for the crocus bulbs they 
planted popping up in in the next 
few weeks! 
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Multi Gym 

The equipment reported as broken is 
roped off and a replacement part is 
being sourced. Thank you for bringing 
this to our attention.

Reynold’s Childen’s 
Play Area 

Unfortunately, we are still awaiting 
funding to proceed with the planned 
refurbishment of the children’s play 
area.  The company that will be 
supplying and installing has also had 
production issues due to COVID-19. 
Hopefully this will be able to 
commence very soon.

To contact the editor: 

email lindaharman@abpc.org.uk or tel: 07802 776779

The Precept 

In the December meeting the Parish Council unanimously agreed 
the Precept for the coming financial year.  The precept is the parish 
council's share of your council tax. The Parish Council must set an 
annual budget to ensure it can finance its liabilities and service 
growth proposals, as well as ensuring there are adequate reserves 
for sudden, unforeseen or unplanned expenditure demand.  
A recent example of the latter is the cost to the Parish Council of 
daily cleansing of the two children’s play areas since reopening   
last summer. 

All public sector budgets are under pressure at the moment,  as are 
many individual households. With this in mind, we examined several 
options to enable us to continue working to deliver our ambitious 
plans and to counteract loss of some funding that has changed due 
to COVID-19.  We have unanimously voted to raise the Precept – 
the contribution which the parish council receives directly from 
Ashford Borough Council - by 11p per qualifying household per 
week, an annual rise of £5.72 per year, to fund parish improvements.

Nature, trees, fields and the pond… 

In December a small group planted new native hedging to edge 
where the brambles grow, provide future nesting sites for small birds 
and winter food from berries and hips. 

This year the grass around the pond will be left to grow a little longer, 
with an eye to helping pollinators to thrive. It will be cut 4 times a 
year instead of 12. The longer grass will create wild life corridors 
from the shrub areas (brambles)  to the pond.  A mown pathway will 
be maintained through the longer grass to ensure that our dog 
walkers can still enjoy the route (and easily reach the Doggy  
Waste Bins) 

Village View Photography Competition. 

The Competition has received almost 100 entries and judging is now 
underway.  Thank you to everyone who has supported this initiative - 
your photographs, as well as being enjoyed by us all, will be used in 
our Neighbourhood Plan to illustrate the beauty of our parishes.

The winner and runners up will be announced on the  
Aldington & Bonnington Parish Council FaceBook Page at the end 
of the month.
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