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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on 

Monday 12th October 2020 online at 7.30 pm. 

In accordance with the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) 

(Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and 

Wales) Regulations 2020 this meeting was held as a virtual meeting. 

Present: Councillors: L Harman (Chairman), A Baldwin, M Boulden, R Boulding,  P 

Kemp, R Spicer and W Parkinson. Cllr  A Bowman arrived after Minute 813 had been 

considered 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk 

809. Apologies for absence: 

There were no apologies for absence. 

810. Declarations of Interest: 

Councillor L Harman declared as a member of the Ashford Borough Council Planning 

Committee that she would not be speaking or voting on any planning issue. 

811. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th September 2020 were 

submitted, approved as a true record to be signed by the Chairman at a time when 

current meeting restrictions permit. 

812. Planning Committee: 

The draft minutes of the planning committee meeting held on 5th October 2020 were 

presented and adopted by the full council. 

813. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Purpose Amount 

1530 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £957.90 

1531,1532 
& 1533 

Staff costs  £2,378.05 

1534 Harmer & Sons Play equipment repair £86.40 

1535 A Baldwin Reimbursement wreath £19.25 

 

Resolved: To authorise payment of the cheques listed in the schedule of 

payments. 

Councillor Bowman arrived. 

814. Budget 2020 / 2022: 

Ashford Borough Council have indicated that Parish Councils will need to submit their 

precept request for the forthcoming financial year by the 11th January 2021. As this is 

the scheduled date of the Parish Council meeting the Council will be asked to finalise 

its budget at the December 2020 meeting. 

815. Action Plan: 
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Members of the Council considered the discussion document submitted with the 

Agenda. It was agreed that the priorities would be Councillor training, the management 

plan covering the pond, woodland and Quarry Field, the play areas, renewal of the 

grounds maintenance contract and potential cloud storage for Parish Council 

documentation. 

This will form the basis of the Action Plan and provide guidance as to budgetary 

requirement over the next three years. 

816. Neighbourhood Plan: 

An initial analysis of the results of questionnaire 1 has shown there to be no surprises 

in the responses, further analysis will be undertaken with the next step being to advise 

the community of the full results. 

817. Quarry Field, woodland and pond: 

Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 places the 

following biodiversity duty on all public bodies: 

Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is 

consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving 

biodiversity” 

The duty applies to all local authorities, including Parish Councils, its purpose is to 

raise the profile of biodiversity and make it a natural and integral part of policy and 

decision making. 

The Parish Council is currently working with an ecologist in preparing an action plan 

which will ultimately result in a management plan for the area. This will result in 

changes to the current way in which the area is maintained and allow for volunteers to 

get involved in the day to day maintenance and planting of the area. 

818. Remembrance Sunday: 

The Annual Remembrance service is being organised by Aldington Christians 

Together who are currently making plans in line with the current guidance for public 

gatherings, and recommendations from the Royal British Legion.  

819. COVID infection control: 

The Parish Council is following the Government guidelines with respect to COVID in 

respect of gatherings and will continue to meet remotely until such times as the 

guidelines permit. 

With regards to the play areas these are disinfected on a daily basis and appropriate 

signage has been installed regarding hand sanitisation. 

820. Play areas: 

An application has been made to Ashford Borough Council for the release of S106 

monies to enable the refurbishment of the play area situated at Reynolds Playing Field. 

Until these monies are received the order for the equipment cannot be placed. 

Early indications from the play equipment company is that the new equipment has a 

nine week lead time which brings us to the Christmas break, therefore installation will 
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not be before the new year. In the meantime any essential repairs highlighted on the 

weekly inspection will be carried out in the interests of health and safety. 

821. Other Items for information: 

It has come to the attention of the Parish Council that ownership of the conservation 

area at the rear of Bill Deedes Way and the other community spaces in Aldington 

Meadows have not been transferred to the residents via a residents association upon 

completion of the sale of the final property. 

A letter is to be sent to the developer. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

 


