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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on Monday 14th 

January 2019 at 7.55 pm at the Eco Centre, Goldwell Lane, Aldington. 

Present: Councillors; S Garrard (Chairman), R Boulding, C Fowler, P Kemp,T Ransley, 

S Thornby and T Wright. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk. 

Also present 7 members of the public 

470. Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report: 

No report submitted. 

471. To receive and accept apologies for absence: 

Councillors: M Boulden (personal matter) and W Parkinson (personal matter) 

472. To receive any declarations of interest from Members: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

473. Public Participation Session: 

A resident advised that the Pubic Right of Way adjacent to Little Park at Bonnington 

was still blocked and asked if there was any progress regarding the planning issue 

there.  

In response the Borough Council were looking at enforcement but the Officer had left 

and the case was awaiting reassignment, this will be followed up. 

A resident asked if consideration had been given in the forthcoming budget for a 

Village plan or Neighbourhood plan. 

In response the Chairman advised that no funds had been proposed as there was little 

appetite for a Neighbourhood Plan, however if the Council decided after the elections 

in May that it wished to pursue a plan then allowance could be made in the following 

year’s budget as there would be a time delay from the decision to implementation 

which would allow for possible grant funding to be sought. 

A resident reported that a football match at the weekend had resulted in the use of bad 

language and a fight breaking out between players on the Reynolds Playing field. 

The Chairman requested the Clerk to write to the football club regarding the incident 

as being totally unacceptable.  

It was reported that the contents of one of the litter bins had been removed and 

emptied in the teen shelter and subsequently set light to. Although the rubber matting 

was showing signs of the fire the shelter was not. This had led to broken glass being 

left on the ground which was cleared by a resident. 

The matter will be reported to the PCSO. 

An enquiry was made as to when the pond was to be cleared as this is now looking in 

a poor state. 

This will be followed up. 
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474. Minutes: 

The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10th December 2018 were submitted, 

agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

475. Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman reported that the temporary repair to the Village Hall Car Park has been 

effected and would be reported on later on the agenda. Enquiries have been made of 

Kent Highways of the possibility of a Speed Indicator post on Forge Hill, they have 

responded that it is not possible as there is no level verge on the side of the Mission 

Hall sufficiently far into the speed limit, the bend in the road and the signage for the 

junction at the top would result in hazards therefore a post cannot be placed in this 

area. However the Parish Council is still pursuing the possibility of extending the speed 

limit further down the hill with the support of the KCC Member. 

Kent Highways have been asked to review the stretch of road in front of the primary 

school in view of the concerns raised. A site inspection has taken place and whilst 

there are no new measures that can be put in place to reduce speeding an order has 

been placed to refresh the road markings as they have become worn and one of the 

signs realigned. A request will be made to see if there is a safe area in this vicinity for 

a Speed Indicator Device post to be installed. 

It was expected that the proposed development on Calleywell Lane was to be placed 

before the Borough Council Planning Committee in December, this proved not to be 

the case and despite asking for an update from the Borough Council no further 

information is available. 

The survey of residents in the Aldington Meadows area was delivered before 

Christmas and about 10% have been returned. The comments will be analysed and a 

report placed before the Council in February to determine the next steps required. 

It was observed that two residents have cleared the area at the front of Badgers Close 

which was looking uncared for, which the Parish Council thanks them for. It has also 

been noted that residents have been undertaking litter-picking in the vicinity of White’s 

Wood at the bottom of Knoll Hill, it has been reported that the majority of the litter being 

Gin bottles dumped in between the road and the wood. 

476. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Detail Amount 

1366 Kent Association of 
Local Councils 

Training £144.00 

1367 Harmer & Sons Grounds Maintenance £966.00 

1368 Aldington Village Hall Room Hire £60.00 

1369 & 1370 Staff costs  £1,200.19 

 

RESOLVED: 

1. To receive and note the items of expenditure and approve payment. 

2. To authorise the transfer of £4,000 from deposit account to current 

account. 
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477. Budget 2019/20: 

REPORT ABPC/18/13 concludes the budget making process for 2019/2020 and 

makes recommendations to enable the Council to set its precept for 2019/2020 and to 

notify the collecting authority in accordance with statutory legislation.  

Following debate the following budget was submitted for approval: 

Payments from general funds

Allotments £50.00

Audit £550.00

Contingency £1,156.00

Dog waste bags £550.00

Donations £500.00

Electricity/telephone £800.00

Grounds maintenance £11,900.00

Hire of Halls £100.00

Insurance £1,400.00

Reynolds £1,000.00

Staff costs £16,000.00

Stationery £400.00

Subscriptions £710.00

Training £400.00

Total budgeted payments from general funds £35,516.00

Receipts to general funds

Precept £30,764.00

Concurrent grant £860.00

Council tax support grant £962.00

Interest £40.00

Miscellaneous £180.00

Transfer Aldington Meadows Maintenance £1,560.00

Grounds maintenance £900.00

Allotments £250.00

Total budgeted receipts to general funds £35,516.00

 

RESOLVED: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/18/13. 

2. To agree the Parish Council’s budget for 2019/20 as set out above. 

3. To confirm the Precept for 2019/20 in accordance with the provisions in 

Sections 39, 41 and 50 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992. 

4. To authorise the Parish Clerk to sign the Precept demand on the Borough 

Council. 
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478. Defining Village Confines: 

REPORT ABPC/18/14: On 12th October 2018 the Parish Council were advised by the 

Borough Council that it would shortly be commencing an exercise to identify the 

‘village confines’ across the Borough. As a result of this and to allow the residents of 

Aldington to express their thoughts an evening public consultation was staged in the 

Village Hall on 6th December 2018. 

The proposed confine was debated issues arising from the debate centred around the 

short time scale that the Parish Council was given to respond to the consultation 

despite the extension in time negotiated by the Kent Association of Local Councils, the 

extremity boundary being too far along narrow roads and the placement of the line 

being contrary to the definition in places. 

RESOLVED: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/18/14. 

2. To receive and note the Parishioner’s comments. 

3. To request the Parish Clerk to draft a response to the consultation for 

circulation to members for comments/ additional information before 

submitting to the Borough Council within the deadline. 

 

479. Village Hall: 

A temporary repair has been carried out on the car park so that it is now presentable, 

the matter of the Network Power cable is still to be resolved and further advice is being 

sought by the Parish Clerk on this matter prior to the full resurfacing being organised. 

The additional CCTV camera and external lighting have now been installed. There 

were a number of events held up till the 22nd December which were very successful 

as was the carol concert. 

480. Allotments: 

Councillor Kemp reported that renewal notices will be sent out this month and that at 

the present time there are two vacant plots on the Aldington Meadows site. 

481. Speed Indicator Device: 

REPORT ABPC/18/15: The Speed Indicator Device has now been in service since 

17th September apart from a few days when the battery was stolen. It is regularly 

rotated between the four posts in the village and operates 24 hours a day collecting 

information in hourly time blocks which includes average speeds and number of 

vehicles passing the device. 

The report has highlighted potential speeding issues around the school times and 

further analysis of the data is to be undertaken to see if this is an issue. 

RESOLVED: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/18/15. 

2. To continue to receive regular updates on the information obtained from 

the device. 
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482. Correspondence: 

a. Rural Network Services – The Rural Bulletin 11th December 2018 

b. Rural Network Services – The Rural Bulletin 18th December 2018 

c. Information Commissioner’s Office newsletter December 2018 

d. Kent Association of Local Councils – News December 2018 

483. Any Other Business: 

The Chairman asked Councillors if any of them were available to attend the area KALC 

meeting on 29th January as the two nominated representatives were unable to attend. 

Councillor Kemp sought confirmation for the annual service on the ride on mower to 

be missed this year as it was in storage following its last service due to the removal of 

the garage and has been used very little, agreed. 

Following last month’s meeting contact was made with the Grounds maintenance 

contractor regarding the installation of the picnic benches, it has been recommended 

that they are anchored to the ground in the same way as the memorial benches and 

not placed on concrete as this would be very expensive. Suitable anchors are to be 

obtained. 

Councillor Wright enquired if there had been any progress regarding the village 

entrance gates on Calleywell Lane, this is to be followed up with Kent Highways. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm. 


