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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on Monday 14th 

October 2019 in Aldington Village Hall, Roman Road, Aldington at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillors: C Fowler (Chairman), A Baldwin, R Boulding, L Harman, P Kemp 

and R Spicer. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk. 

Also present: 5 members of the public. 

The venue for the meeting was changed from the Eco centre at 7.15pm due to the 

non-arrival of the key holder. 

Prior to the start of the meeting the Chairman requested that item 13 on the agenda, 

VE Day, be brought forward to follow the minutes. 

651. To receive and accept apologies for absence: 

Councillor M Boulden (business matter), Councillor W Parkinson (family matter) 

652. To receive any declarations of interest from members: 

Councillor L Harman in her role as a Borough Councillor sits on the planning 

committee, therefore does not vote on any applications placed before the Parish 

Council. 

653. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th September 2019 were 

submitted, approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

654. VE Day 75: 

Councillor A Baldwin elaborated on the notes of the meeting held on 4th October 

confirming that pledges of funding amounting to £600 had been received which now 

be followed up. Councillor Harman will look into the possibility of using some of her 

Ward Member grant towards the event. The Parish Clerk is to contact the KCC 

Member Clair Bell to ascertain if she can provide some funding towards the events. 

The working group are next scheduled to meet at the Village Hall on 29th October. 

655. Public Participation Session: 

A resident asked a three part question 1. Why has the public participation session 

been moved to the start of the meeting? 2. Can meetings be streamed for the benefit 

of those who cannot attend? 3. Thank you to Kent Fire and Rescue for watering the 

planting around the war memorial and to note resignation from the War Memorial 

Committee. 

In response 1. The public participation session has been moved to the start of the 

meeting to allow comments on agenda items before the councillors consider them in 

order that they may be taken into account in the decision making process. 2. This will 

be investigated as the subject is too complex for an immediate response and costs 

need to be borne in mind. 

Councillor A Baldwin left the meeting. 



424 
 

A resident asked what was going to happen to the old goalposts that were in the hedge. 

The Chairman responded that the football club were arranging for them to be 

refurbished. It was also noted that the nets had been left out on the new goals at the 

weekend, this matter will be taken up with the football club. 

656. Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman commented on the number of items on the agenda and that he had 

nothing further to add. 

657. Planning: 

19/01351/AS – Land rear of 1, Ragstone Hollow, Aldington – Formation of new 

permanent car parking bay. 

Resolved: to support the application. 

Application for disabled persons parking bay – Forge Hill 

Resolved: Whilst the Parish Council sympathises in general terms with the need 

for Disabled Parking Bays where there is a proven need; we are opposed to the 

siting of the proposed bay on Forge Hill. 

The Parish Council cannot see any real need for the restrictions on other road 
users that the siting of this proposed bay will result in. The Parish Council 
believe that it will be both wrong and in fact detrimental to the normal flow of 
traffic on this busy junction if this bay is put in place. 
 
This bay is proposed to be sited in such a position where it will directly impede 
the free flow of traffic, causing traffic to be forced onto the opposing side of the 
road very close to a busy junction and could therefore result in traffic accidents. 
The Parish Council has not received any comments, complaints nor a request 
from any resident of Forge Hill to gain a disabled parking bay. 
 
The Parish Council also believe that the siting of this proposed bay will have a 
negative impact upon the ability of the Walnut Tree Public House to receive 
deliveries that need to be unloaded near to its cellar doors that appear to be 
adjacent to the proposed site. 
 
The Parish Council also note that the proposed siting is in very close proximity 
to a bus stop and this could have a further negative impact upon traffic flow as 
non-disabled parking will be forced further down Forge Hill. 
 
The Parish Council believe that the request for this bay will have been prompted 

by the creation of the disabled parking bay on Roman Road and not a real need. 

 

19/01286/AS – Mobile Home, Little Park Farm, Cherry Orchard Lane, Bonnington 

– Change of use of the land for the stationing of a mobile home for Residential Use. 

(Retrospective). 

Resolved: The Parish Council supports the application. 
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658. Neighbourhood Planning: 

Report ABPC/19/15 Neighbourhood planning was introduced by the Localism Act in 

2011. The idea behind localism is that decision-making be passed to a more local 

level, from national or local government to local communities. Parish Councils can 

produce neighbourhood plans for their local areas, putting in place a strategy and 

policies for the future development of the area. 

Councillor L Harman gave an overview on the benefits of a local plan and outline the 

initial stages of the process. 

Resolved:  

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/19/15. 

2. To request the Clerk to instigate the designation of the Parish of Aldington 

and Bonnington as the area for a Neighbourhood Plan. 

  

659. Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report: 

Councillor L Harman reported that the necessary works to enable the use of junction 

10a by freight traffic will be completed by the 31st October in the event that freight 

traffic needs to access the HMRC facility at Waterbrook. 

Borough councillors have visited the construction at Chilmington Green for an 

overview of the site. 

There have been a series of CCG meetings which Cllr Harman has attended which 

are looking at the way in which they work and are considering consolidation. 

The proposed Aldington Speedwatch group has been set up and volunteers have 

started to undergo the training.  

660. Highways: 

 

a. Roman Road: 

A further site visit is to be undertaken later this month to enable options to be drawn 

up for consideration and discussion. 

 

b. Speed limit on New Road Hill: 

The speed limit on New Road Hill has now been reduced to 40mph and all of the 

required signage is in place. 

 

c. Speed Indicator Device: 

The anniversary of the installation of the speed indicator is approaching therefore a 

comparison with last year in terms of vehicle numbers and average speeds will be 

available. 
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661. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Detail Amount 

1445 Came & Co Insurance £43.95 

1446 Action Storage Bin lids £319.20 

1447 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £1,613.40 

1448 P Kemp Reimbursement £9.76 

1449 Aldington Village Hall Room hire £8.00 

1450 & 
1451 

Staff costs  £1,215.23 

 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and approve payment of items in the schedule of payments. 

2. To transfer the sum of £3,000 from deposit account to current account. 

 

662. Recreation land, Roman Road: 

a. Flying of drones and unmanned aerial vehicles: 

Report ABPC/19/16 brings to the Parish Council a proposed policy for the flying of 

unmanned aerial vehicles and drones from Parish Council land, including Reynolds 

Playing Field as a result of a complaint made at the September Parish Council 

meeting. 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note Report ABPC/19/16 

2. To receive and adopt the Flying of unmanned aerial vehicles and drones 

policy. 

3. To place a copy of the policy on the Parish Council website. 

 

b. Protective netting: 

With the start of the football season it has become apparent that there is still an issue 

with footballs leaving the field of play and landing in the gardens of the bungalows 

behind. This subject was last raised at the September 2018 meeting of the Parish 

Council when it was decided that the hedge should be allowed to grow up as a natural 

barrier. This has not worked and research has been undertaken into the cost of 

providing a netting solution. 

A quotation obtained last year was for £823 excluding VAT but the football club have 

produced a quotation for £285 excluding VAT sourcing materials to make the nets. 

The Parish Council is asked to consider this option to potentially deal with the issue 

as there is no provision in the Parish Council budget for the current financial year. 

No decision was made as a meeting with the football club is required to discuss the 

issue. 
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c. Pond maintenance: 

An inspection of the pond has been carried out and as evidenced by photographs 

issued with the agenda. The level of water is very low and the quantity of reeds far too 

great. A local contractor has been asked to undertake a cut of the reeds s a preliminary 

measure to ascertain the level of works needed to restore the pond. 

A further report will be prepared for the Council to consider at a future meeting as well 

as the financial implications.  

d. Play equipment: 

The tender documentation has been prepared and an invitation to tender placed on 

the Contracts Finder website in accordance with the Council’s Financial Regulations.   

663. Remembrance Sunday: 

The Parish Clerk advised that this year the service is being organised by St Martins 

Church and that the Rev Rod Whateley will be leading the service of remembrance. 

664. Future Projects: 

Suggestions put forward in addition to those on the wish list were a minibus service 

and the provision of a defibrillator nearer to Bonnington. 

665. Allotments: 

Nothing to report. 

666. Village Hall: 

Councillor Boulding reported that the bookings were up and that 3 new organisations 

had made regular bookings. 

The Xmas fair is on Sunday 24th November 2019.  

667. Telephone kiosk: 

The reinstatement of the door is awaited prior to the repainting of the interior. 

668. Otterpool Park: 

The Parish Clerk recently met with the planning team for an update on the planning 

application for Otterpool Park submitted earlier this year. An initial informal officer level 

response has been issued to the applicant as part of the staged feedback. This 

document can be viewed at Folkestone and Hythe District Council website  

669. Correspondence: 

1. Kent police crime report 

2. PCSO Report 

3. Ashford Borough Council Parish briefing No 18 

4. Ashford Borough Council Parish briefing No 19 

5. Ashford Borough Council Parish briefing No 20 

6. Ashford Borough Council Parish briefing No 21 

7. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 3rd September 2019 

8. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 10th September 2019 

9. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 17th September 2019 

10. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 24th September 2019 

11. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 1st October 2019 

https://www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk/media/6158/Otterpool-Park-Y190257FH--Post-Consultation-Planning-Summary-Report/pdf/LPA_Formal_Review_Post_Consultation.pdf
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12. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 8th October 2019 

13. Kent Association of Local Councils Newsletter. 

 

670. Any Other Business: 

Councillor Kemp reported that there are still regular instances where the contractors 

are not locking down the lids on the litter bins when they have been emptied. This is 

being monitored and reports made to the Borough Council. 

It was reported that the white line on Knoll Hill has not been reinstated following the 

recent resurfacing of the road. In addition vehicle speed appears to have increased 

and there are no warning signs regarding the steepness of the hill or the bends. This 

will be reported to Kent Highways. 


