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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on Monday 13th 

January 2020 at the Eco Centre, Goldwell Lane, Aldington at 7.30pm. 

Present: Councillors; C Fowler (Chairman), A Baldwin, M Boulden, R Boulding, L 

Harman, P Kemp and W Parkinson. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk. 

Also present: 3 members of the public. 

713. Parish Council vacancy: 

Resolved: to co-opt Andrew Bowman as the Parish Council member 

representing Bonnington. 

714. To receive and accept apologies for absence: 

Cllr R Spicer. 

715. To receive any declarations of interest from Members: 

Councillor L Harman in her role as a Borough Councillor sits on the Planning 

Committee, therefore does not vote on any applications placed before the Parish 

Council.  

716. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th December 2019 were 

submitted, approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  

717. Public participation session: 

A member of the public enquired as to what the works in the vicinity of the garages 

were for in Earlsfield. It was implied that there was no consultation prior to the 

bungalows at Ragstone Hollow being built. Cllr Harman advised that she would seek 

information from the Borough Council. Research through the Parish Council records 

shows that the site at Ragstone Hollow was discussed as far back as 2015 and that 

an Officer came from the Borough Council to a meeting of the Parish Council with the 

initial designs before a formal application was submitted which would have been 

considered by the Parish Council at one of its meetings held in public. 

A member of the public had contacted the Clerk with regards to speeding on Forge Hill 

asking if the speed indicator device could be placed there. This has previously been 

considered but Kent Highways have advised that there is no safe site for the placement 

of a post within the 30mph zone. Later in the year a request will be made to Kent 

Highways to see if it is possible to site a post within the 40mph zone on New Road 

Hill.  

718. Chairman’s Report: 

The Chairman highlighted that 2020 would be a busy year with the plans being made 

for the VE Day commemorations as well as the public meeting this Saturday regarding 

the potential Neighbourhood Plan. 
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719. Planning: 

20/00008/AS The Nook, Boat Lane, Aldington – Proposed conversion of existing 

outbuildings/stores into 3 no one bedroom holiday let accommodation and associated 

works. 

Resolved: to offer no objection to the application. 

20/00011/AS 1 Oak Farm, Giggers Green Road, Aldington – Erection of standalone 

annexe. 

Resolved: to offer no objection to the application. 

720. Neighbourhood Planning: 

The Public meeting for Saturday 18th January from 3pm to 5pm has been widely 

advertised. The Parish Council will make a decision on the next steps when it has 

assessed the feedback from the Public Meeting. 

721. Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report: 

Councillor L Harman reported that Ashford Borough Council have signed a contract to 

replace all of the streetlights owned by them in Saxonshore with LED lights. Once this 

has been done the Borough Council will be looking to transfer ownership to KCC. 

722. Highways: 

a. Roman Road: 

The petition for a 20mph speed limit in the vicinity of the school has been submitted to 

Kent County Council and is being considered, a response will be provided in due 

course. 

The PCSO is to be asked if he can arrange for some speedwatch activity on Roman 

Road and Forge Hill. 

b. Speed Indicator Device: 

The data from the device continues to be monitored with particular note being made 

of the increased flows when there is an issue with the major roads in the area. 

723. Finance: 

Schedule of payments 

Chq No Payee Description Amount 

1469 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £1,074.00 

1470 Luminance Pro Muga lighting £945.12 

1471 Aldington Village Hall Room Hire £53.00 

1472 Office Depot (UK) Ltd Flip Chart and paper supplies £127.52 

1473 & 
1474 

Staff Costs  £1,238.35 

 

Resolved:  

1. To receive and note the items of expenditure and approve payment. 

2. To authorise the transfer of £4,000.00 from deposit account to current 

account to cover payment of the items approved. 
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724. VE Day 75:  

Councillor Baldwin reported that forthcoming fund raising events are 28th February 

1940’s theme dinner at the Walnut Tree, 29th March Quiz night and 11th April event 

with the cricket and football clubs. 

A revised quote for the marquee has been received in the sum of £350, given the 

unpredictable nature of the weather it was agreed to book this. 

At the December meeting Councillor Harman mentioned about a potential school visit 

to Maidstone, the school have provided a quotation for the hire of coaches for the 

event in the sum of £590. Following debate it was agreed that 50% of the cost could 

be made available from the funds raised for the events. 

725. Allotments: 

Councillor Kemp advised that two holders had been given notice that their tenancy 

would not be renewed, there is a waiting list of one at the present time which leaves 

one plot vacant. Renewal letters will be sent out before the end of the month. 

726. Village Hall: 

Councillor Boulding reported that bookings are looking good and that a new choir has 

started up giving another regular booking. On the downside one of the radiators sprang 

a leak and has had to be replaced. 

727. Communications Protocol: 

Report ABPC/19/20 brings to the Parish Council a proposed protocol on 

Communications, this protocol is in line with those in place with other Parish Councils 

and accords with regulations concerning local government publicity. 

After debate it was felt that the protocol was too wordy and therefore decision on this 

has been deferred until the next meeting of the Parish Council. 

728. Correspondence: 

a. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 3rd December 2019 

b. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 10th December 2019 

c. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 17th December 2019 

d. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 27th December 2019 

e. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 7th January 2020 

f. Information Commissioners Office Newsletter 

g. Kent Association of Local Councils December 19 News 

h. Oast to Coast Winter 2019 

i. Ashford Mediation Service newsletter Winter 2019 

j. Ashford Borough Council – Parish Briefing No 29 

 

729. Any items of information: 

The Council has been informed that its current website does not conform with the 

Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No.2) Accessibility 
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Regulations 2018 and that it will be deleted on 31st August 2020. A new provider is 

being sought as the Council is required to maintain a web site. 

Councillor Parkinson advised that the Santa Sleigh raised £812 of which £406 will be 

paid to the Parish Council’s nominated charity the Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

Councillor Boulding raised the question of the maintenance of the MUGA lighting, this 

is the responsibility of the Reynolds Playing Field Charity who will meet to discuss. 

Councillor Harman raised an issue regarding the state of the footpath linking Roman 

Road to Earlsfield. This path is on Ashford Borough Council land, Councillor Harman 

to take forward. 

730. Exclusion of the Public and Press: 

Resolved: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 

Public and representatives of the Press and broadcast media be excluded from 

the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential 

nature of the business to be conducted. 

731. Play equipment: 

Discussion was held on the subject of further equipment being installed on Reynolds 

Playing Field but no decision was made. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm 


