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Future Meetings: 

Aldington & Bonnington Parish 
Council met for the first time 
yesterday 1st June. Meetings are 
online for the time being. Look out 
for Notices of Meeting on the 
Parish Notice Boards. If you have  
any issues that you need to bring 
to our attention please contact 

Peter Setterfield -  Parish Clerk: 

Email: clerk@ald-
bonnpc.kentparishes.gov.uk

We are very sorry to report that, 
for personal reasons, Chris 
Fowler resigned from Aldington & 
Bonnington Parish Council last 
month. He has been Chair of the 
Parish Council since May 2019.  
We thank Chris very much for his 
sterling service this term as our 
Chair and previously as a Parish 
Councillor. We wish both Chris 
and Lesley well. 

The Parish Council elected Linda 
Harman as Chair during the 
online meeting on 1st June.  
Linda will Chair the Parish 
Council in addition to her 
Borough Councillor role. 

You can contact Councillor Linda 
Harman; 

tel: 07802 776779   email: 
linda.harman@ashford.gov.uk 

A big “Thank you” to everyone who has helped to keep our 
community safe during the COVID-19 lockdown.  We are not 
out of the woods yet, and suspect that we are going to have 
to learn to live with the possibility of a virus lurking in our 
midst - but, as we take the first tentative steps towards a 
new normality, we want to take a moment to acknowledge 
the caring and neighbourly spirit that arose across the UK 
and was very evident in Aldington & Bonnington. 

Scores of people stepped forward to shop or collect 
prescriptions for their neighbours; requests on social media 
for household items or plants for the garden were met with 
generosity; information about avoiding crowds, business 
opening hours, or interpreting the COVID guidelines flowed 
across our community facebook pages.  We want to thank 
Amanda Hughes for setting up @Aldington and 
Bonnington’s Action and Support Group for the Coronavirus 
on FaceBook and for the sterling effort it must have been to 
keep up with the increased use of this and the Community 
FaceBook Page. We’d like to thank Bank farm, the Village 
Store and Aldington Fresh Foods for going the extra mile - 
you have helped us all; we hope that your businesses 
benefit from the sales boost and people in neighbouring 
villages discovering you (but keep the best stuff for us!) 
Karen and The Walnut Tree team have once again done the 
village proud; keeping us supplied with favourite meals as 
well as delivering to residents living alone.  

On a more general note, the Thursday Evening Clap For 
Carers has been a feature of lockdown life. We’d like to add 
our own thanks to all essential workers, NHS staff and 
carers living in our villages. You did not have the luxury of 
staying safely in your own homes.  Thank you for carrying 
on, keeping us fed, keeping us safe and looking after those 
that found themselves in need.
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VE Day 

8th May, did not go to plan nationwide - but in Aldington 
Sam Loader made sure that the moment was suitably 
commemorated as those in the Village centre paused to 
remember.  We even made the TV news report! Cllr Alison 
Baldwin is continuing work on the VE Day booklet, so 
please do still contact her directly with memories of the war 
years, whatever your age, wherever you were during the 
war. Email alison@coastcommunications.co.uk or tel; 
07949 561489 We very much hope to be able to organise 
an event of some sort, but this will obviously be subject to 
government advice and may not be until next year.

Neighbourhood Watch: 

Being at home has reduced the 
amount of crime reported 
considerably, however, as 
people start moving about more 
freely, incidents are again on the 
rise.  Take care to keep your 
property secure; out buildings 
and vehicles locked.  There 
have been reports locally of a 
rise in theft of catalytic 
converters from vehicles; if 
possible, park your vehicle so 
that access to the rear is 
inhibited.


Warning: Scammers 

Criminals continue to use 
concerns about COVID-19 to 
dupe people. 


There are reports of people 
knocking doors to offer 
COVID-19 testing or offering to 
take your temperature.  THESE 
ARE SCAMMERS. 


✦ Do not let them in


✦ Ask them to leave.


✦ Call Kent Police on 101 to 
report the incident.


✦ If they will not leave call the 
police 999


To contact Parish News: 

email: 
linda.harman@ashford.gov.uk or  
call 07802 776779


Planning: 

Ashford Borough Council Planning team are all working 
( from home) and Planning Committee are meeting online, 
fortnightly. The following Planning Applications  are 
pending:

20/00088/AS Postling Green, Roman Road - Proposed 
holiday let in the garden.

20/00154/AS Land to West of Calleywell Lane - erection of 
33 dwellings. 

20/00189/AS Old Chestnut House, Church Lane - 
alteration to windows & front elevations.

20/00393/AS 41 Wheatfields - single storey, rear/side 
extension.

20/00596/AS Willow Tree Cottage, Forge Hill - new garage 
and store.

You can comment: www.planning.ashford.gov.uk or write to 
Ashford Borough Council Planning Dept, Civic Centre, 
Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent TN23 1 PL. Always quote the 
Application number on any correspondence. 
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