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Minutes of a meeting of Aldington and Bonnington Parish Council held on Monday 9th 

March 2020 at the Eco Centre, Goldwell Lane, Aldington at 7.30 pm. 

Present: Councillors; R Boulding (Vice-Chairman), A Baldwin, M Boulden, P Kemp 

and R Spicer. 

In attendance: Peter Setterfield PSLCC, Parish Clerk 

Also present 6 members of the public. 

754. To receive and accept apologies for absence: 

Councillors: A Bowman (incapacitated), C Fowler (Annual leave), L Harman (as 

member of Borough Council planning committee absent due to volume of application 

presented for consideration) and W Parkinson (work commitment) 

755. To receive any declarations of interest from Members: 

There were no declarations of interest. 

756. Planning: 

20/00154/AS – Land to the west of, Calleywell Lane, Aldington – Erection of 33 

dwellings including the creation of access, green space, a communal green and 

landscaped areas and associated infrastructure. 

Resolved: The Parish Council have considered this application in depth and 

wish to make the following observations on the Planning Statement prepared 

by DHA planning: 

Paragraph 2.1.5 shows that the Primary School is 800m distance, this would 

appear to be to the boundary of the site on Calleywell Lane and not to the 

proposed siting of the dwellings therein. 

Paragraph 2.1.6 quotes the Bus no.111 as one service per day, this service 

only operates on a Thursday. Bus no.125 correctly shows the hours of 

operation but does not state that this is a Monday to Friday service only. 

Paragraph 2.1.7 is inaccurate as the level of public transport provision cannot 

be considered as an opportunity for non-car mode of transport to access the 

nearest town centre for employment due to the early finish of services into the 

village and not being available on weekends. 

Paragraph 2.2.4 whilst the site itself is not within a Conservation Area the 

Southern boundary adjoins the Clap Hill Conservation Area. 

Paragraph 2.4.5 highlights the number of new dwellings that have already been 

built within Aldington since 2013, some 96 in addition there is provision in the 

Ashford Local Plan 2030 for a further 18. 

Paragraph 2.9 refers to the promotion of the site for the Local Plan, the survey 

undertaken in 2017 following the Site Submission concluded “whilst this 

substantial site is located within close walking distance of a number of local 

services in Aldington, it is particularly vulnerable for a number of reasons. The 

site does not benefit from suitable pedestrian walking routes along main roads 
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or access across the site to connect it with the settlement and, indeed, it is 

very much an edge-of-settlement site having been used in the past as a quarry. 

The site is greenfield and development in this location would constitute an 

encroachment into the surrounding countryside and, furthermore, given the 

topography of the site would be more prominent than other locations locally. 

The heritage context of this location is particularly sensitive, with the site 

adjoining the Aldington Clap Hill Conservation Area to the south, with an area 

of archaeological potential relating to the Roman Road across the site also. 

Given this extensive number of constraints, the site is considered 

inappropriate for allocation in this Local Plan.” 

Paragraph 5.2.7 again makes reference to the Primary school being less that 

800m from the site which according to Google maps is 804m to the site 

entrance. Reference is also made to the location of the Doctor’s surgeries 

however it does not state that any of them are directly accessible by public 

transport. 

Paragraph 5.2.13 recognises that this would be a windfall site which could 

deliver improved green infrastructure, however, it fails to recognise that the 

existing infrastructure would be compromised by a development of this 

magnitude. 

Paragraph 5.3.1 refers to positive gains in terms of job opportunities and 

sustaining local facilities, however, this development does not provide directly 

any employment opportunities and given the poor public transport in 

existence it will have an adverse impact on the existing community in that the 

local facilities will have greater usage and the additional traffic generated as a 

result of development will impact on air quality and road safety. 

Paragraph 5.3.2 mentions the bus services and that the site could not be said 

to be isolated, however it does not quantify the very limited timetables 

provided which would lead to sustainability being questionable. 

Paragraph 5.3.4 contradicts the statement made in paragraph 5.3.1 regarding 

the five year housing land supply.   

Paragraph 5.5.3 refers to high quality spaces managed by a Management 

Company which each of the dwelling houses will be required to pay into as an 

annual maintenance and management charge. The statement also states that it 

will significantly enhance the ease of movement through the site by existing 

residents of Aldington. This statement is misleading as the site is outside the 

current built confines of the village. 

Paragraph 5.6.3 refers to a Local Needs Housing survey being undertaken in 

2015 but, this paragraph nor do those following on make reference to the 

developments that have been completed in the village since this survey was 

undertaken and contain affordable dwellings. Following on from this survey 

the Borough Council have since constructed some Local needs properties at 

Ragstone Hollow.  
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Paragraph 5.6.7 states that it complies with policy HOU18 of the Local Plan 

however, it does not provide the breakdown between shared ownership and 

rented.  

Paragraph 5.8.3 provides for visitor parking at a ratio of 0.2 spaces per 

dwelling however, given the poor transport links to the village it is highly 

probable that every property will be utilising their allocated parking spaces 

which will only leave 8 spaces for visitors between the 33 dwellings resulting 

in inappropriate parking on Calleywell Lane and the roads leading from. 

Paragraph 5.8.5 advises that dropped kerbs and tactile paving will be provided 

to promote a safe crossing point for pedestrians. Looking at the drawings 

provided for the highway it would appear that this provision is immediately 

adjacent to the road leading into the development and the Calleywell Lane 

frontage will have a hedgerow. It is therefore questionable if there will be 

sufficient visibility for pedestrians to observe traffic coming from the Roman 

Road direction to enable a safe crossing. 

Paragraph 5.8.7 refers to the local bus service enabling access to the nearest 

hospital. The current bus services do not go directly to the nearest hospital, to 

get a bus to the hospital it is necessary to go into Ashford and change buses, 

also it needs to be observed that there is no evening or weekend service. 

Whilst the accident data provided does not suggest that the development 

would impact on the existing road safety situation the data provided is only for 

the immediate vicinity and does not cover the roads that serve the stretch in 

question especially the continuation of Calleywell Lane into Station Road 

where it meets the A20 at Smeeth crossroads, a known accident blackspot. 

The Parish Council also wish to comment on the Transport Assessment 

prepared by DHA: 

Paragraph 2.2.1 refers to the width of the road at the proposed entrance to the 

site as being within the 30mph speed limit and being approximately 6m. Whilst 

the road width is maintained up to the junction with Roman Road to the South 

the road to the North narrows beyond Quarry House and is subject to the 

national speed limit of 60mph The Parish Council’s Speed Indicator Device is 

deployed on Calleywell Lane at regular intervals and the data provided by it, 

the number of vehicles and speed coming into the village, show that on 

average the approach speed to the proposed junction will be in excess of 

30mph. 

Paragraph 2.6.1 only provides Personal Injury Accident data for the area where 

the 30mph speed limit commences on Calleywell Lane out onto Roman Road, 

it is know that there have been accidents further down Calleywell Lane and on 

the A20 crossroads where the main access to the village is taken. 

Paragraph 2.6.3 refers to the previous application for the site and that they 

consider it no longer appropriate for contributions for a scheme at the A20 

junction. The levels of traffic accessing the Village from this direction have 
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shown an increase since the statistics quoted subsequently in the document 

were obtained. 

Paragraph 4.4.4 relates to promoting the local bus network however this 

application does not demonstrate if a modal shift in favour of public transport 

can be achieved in this traffic assessment. 

The Parish Council objects to the application on the following grounds where 

it does not conform to the Ashford Local Plan 2030 and the policies contained 

therein: 

Policy HOU1: requires 40% of the development to be affordable with 75% of 

those being shared ownership and the remaining 25% being rental, this 

information is not provided within the application. 

Policy HOU5: in terms of criteria 

a) Together with the sites allocated within the Local Plan the scale of this 

development is disproportionate to the size of the settlement, 96 

additional dwellings have been completed since 2013. 

b) The primary school is in excess of 800m from the primary school for any 

dwellings built on the site as the Calleywell Lane boundary is 800m. 

There is no sustainable method of transport to medical facilities, anyone 

relying on public transport has to access via Ashford and there are no 

evening or weekend services. 

c) The local road network is serviced by narrow country lanes, the 

principal route into the village is from Smeeth Crossroads and Station 

Road which are subject to the National Speed Limit of 60mph and in 

places narrow to single track. 

d) The proposed development will be on the crest of the hill given the 

topography of Aldington and will be clearly visible on the approach from 

the North. 

e) The site will not sit sympathetically within the wider landscape as it 

borders the Clap Hill Conservation Area on one side and is on the 

Aldington Ridge. 

f) The choice of materials indicated in the application does not accord with 

the local character of properties already in the village the use of zinc as 

a cladding and roofing material is more in keeping with agricultural 

buildings. 

Policy EMP6: the application does not include a FTTP statement as required by 

the policy. 

Policy TRA4: The transport statement does not demonstrate if a modal shift in 

favour of public transport can be achieved. The statement quotes the existing 

bus timetables which are not conducive to employment times as there is no 

evening or weekend service. In addition the statement refers to rail travel and 

quotes travel times by car to the station which is adverse to the policy.  
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Policy TRA5: The plans show that the existing hedge line will remain apart 

from where the entrance road is positioned. It would seem from the drawings 

that the footpath will terminate at the same point with dropped kerbs and 

tactile paving to facilitate crossing to the opposite side of Calleywell Lane to 

the existing footpath. This does not provide sufficient visibility for pedestrians 

as the visibility from the Southerly direction is insufficient to provide adequate 

warning of oncoming traffic for safe crossing. 

Policy TRA8: Whilst the transport statement has provided a weekday average 

for the number of vehicles using Calleywell Lane on a weekday this is based 

on Automated Traffic Counts which were only obtained for one week. The 

Parish Council Speed Indicator device is situated on Calleywell Lane at 

intervals and records the number of vehicles approaching the Village from a 

Northerly direction the statistics from this based on an average taken over 4 

weeks using the same time frame, 7am to 7pm, shows an average of 750 which 

would suggest that the March 2018 figures used in the statement cannot be 

relied upon. The Parish Council figures have excluded days when it is known 

that there has been an issue on either the A20 or M20 when the village’s roads 

are used as an alternative route. Over a period of 25 days between October 

and December when the Indicator was on Calleywell Lane there were 8 days 

when incidents occurred when as many as 500 vehicles an hour pass through. 

Policy ENV3a: No regard has been given to the landscape character of the 

village on the approach from the A20, Quarry House and Wheatfields on the 

opposite side of the road are clearly visible some distance from the village any 

proposed screening by trees would not be able to hide this proposed 

development which will add to the urbanisation of a rural area. 

Policy ENV4: The proposals make no reference to the provision of external 

lighting or any restrict being placed on outside lights to prevent the pollution 

of the dark skies. 

Policy IMP4: No governance strategy for the open spaces has been submitted 

reference is made to the appointment of a private management company and 

maintenance charges applied to the property owners to maintain the open 

spaces and parking areas. The proposals make reference to the open spaces 

being available for all of the residents of Aldington to enjoy this could lead to 

conflict. 

20/00158/AS – Fostums, Roman Road, Aldington – First floor and single storey 

extensions and changes to facing materials; provision of a tennis court, swimming 

pool, garden storage building and detached studio/annexe. 

Resolved: The Parish Council supports the application. 

19/00895/AS – Land north of 1, Church View, Aldington – Residential 

development consisting of 6 dwellings with associated accesses, garaging and 

parking areas, with land to provide open space and agricultural field access. 
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Resolved: The Parish Council offers no objection to the application subject to 

the following: 

1. The conservation of the mature hedgerow along the road frontage. 

2. Compliance with local plan policy ENV4 with external lighting kept to a 

minimum to preserve the dark skies. 

3. During the construction all vehicles to be kept within the site. 

4. The open spaces within the development to be transferred to the Parish 

Council with appropriate contribution to the future maintenance secured 

by s106 agreement. 

 

757. Minutes: 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th February 2020 were 

submitted, agreed as a true record and signed by the Vice-Chairman. 

758. Public Participation Session: 

A resident asked what else can be done to prevent unwanted development in the 

Parish. In response it was stated that the proposed Neighbourhood Plan would help 

but it would not prevent applications which would need to be dealt with on an 

individual basis. 

A resident raised the issue of the drains on Calleywell Lane and New Road Hill not 

coping with the levels of water seen recently. The Parish Clerk will take this forward 

with Kent Highways. 

759. Chairman’s Report: 

In the absence of the Chairman the Vice-Chairman reported that in response to the 

Parish Council receiving the planning application for Calleywell Lane a leaflet raising 

the issue had been produced at no cost to the Parish Council to raise awareness. 

Unfortunately the choice of wording in one of the paragraphs has led to complaints 

about the implication. An immediate apology was given as it was not the intention to 

cause offence and that it would be reported at the Parish Council meeting. The Vice-

Chairman again apologised unreservedly for any upset caused by the issue. 

760. Ashford Borough Councillor’s Report: 

It’s been a very busy month with planning applications received, flooding due to the 

inclement weather, and, of course, concern about the spread of Coronavirus. 

Due to increasing concerns about anti-social behaviour and theft in our parishes, I 

attended a meeting of the Ashford Community Safety Unit, which meets in the Civic 

Centre to discuss and address social concerns in the Borough. Several initiatives for 

the prevention of crime were presented by the Community Policing team; one of 

which is the workshops for parents on the threat to our young people from gangs and 

knife crime and another is a programme of bicycle marking. I learned that the latter 

has Aldington listed as a village to visit. We should hear soon when this is likely to 

be. 
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I am concerned about the rising panic surrounding Coronavirus and I hope that you 

will spend some time in considering how our community can come together to help 

our older residents should it be necessary. As councillors we are all in touch with 

each other on a regular basis. Could we use our own network to provide local 

support for our elderly or people who live alone? For example we could help with 

ordering shopping on line or collecting prescriptions for our neighbours. I very much 

hope that all of this will be completely unnecessary. 

761. Highways: 

Roman Road: 

A response has been received from Kent County Council in respect of the petition for 

a 20mph speed limit in the vicinity of the School. In accordance with the County 

Council’s Petition Service as there were fewer than 1,000 signatures it was passed 

to the Cabinet Member for Planning, Highways, Transportation and Waste to 

investigate and review. 

Having reviewed Roman Road for 500m in each direction from the school there have 

been no crashes resulting in personal injury in the last 3 year period; it is therefore 

difficult to prioritise this location against a number of sites across the County, where 

a pattern of incidents is occurring and intervention could help reduce crashes. 

Therefore, there are no plans at the current time to undertake any improvement 

schemes at this location. 

The Kent Highways Scheme Project Managers have suggested that it would be 

beneficial for the School to seek support from their School Travel Planner who will be 

able to give advice on some non-engineering methods aimed at addressing some of 

the typical school related travel problems and that they will arrange for the school to 

be contacted. 

762. Finance: 

Schedule of payments: 

Chq No Payee Detail Amount 

1482 Harmer & Sons Grounds maintenance £930.00 

1483 Sweatman Mowers Repair £54.00 

1484 Kent Assoc Local Councils Training £132.00 

1485 P Kemp Reimbursement £109.76 

1486 & 
1487 

Staff costs  £1,321.39 

1488 D Earnshaw Bus shelter repairs £14.92 

1489 N Corfield Allotment rental £25.00 

 

Resolved: 

1. To receive and note the items of expenditure and approve payment. 

2. To authorise the transfer of £2,000.00 from deposit account to current 

account to cover payment of the items approved. 

Councillor Harman arrived. 
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763. VE Day 75: 

Councillor Baldwin reported that the dinner at the Walnut Tree raised the sum of 

£642 after costs towards the forthcoming events. There are still the Quiz night and 

Boot fair to come. 

In view of the Coronavirus issues a contingency plan is to be drawn up. The next 

meeting of the group is arranged for 23rd April.  

764. Allotments: 

Councillor Kemp advised that the renewal process has been completed and that 

there are now two vacant plots on the Aldington Meadows site. These are to be 

advertised. Councillor Boulden reported that he would arrange for the delivery of the 

manure to the two sites as soon as the weather conditions permitted. 

765. Village Hall: 

Councillor Boulding reported that bookings were going very well and the diary nearly 

full. The electrical test has recently been completed which has highlighted a couple 

of issues which are being dealt with. 

766. Parish Council Website: 

Councillor Spicer has researched the companies offering Parish Council websites 

and highlighted a company called Parish Council Websites who provide a suitable 

site at a cost of £857.00 with a deposit of £188.70 required to start the project, the 

balance only being payable when the Parish Council is satisfied. Councillor Baldwin 

saw the Stone Parish Council website at the recent Councillor training day which 

was recommended as a good example. This site does not show who the host is and 

the Clerk has emailed the Clerk to obtain details but no response has been received. 

As Stone is a much larger parish it was agreed that Parish Council Websites would 

be asked to undertake the building of a website for the Parish on the above terms. 

Councillor Spicer is to look into obtaining a domain name and will liaise together with 

the Clerk on the build.  

767. Correspondence: 

1. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 11th February 2020 

2. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 18th February 2020 

3. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 25th February 2020 

4. Rural Network Services – Rural Bulletin 3rd March 2020 

5. Information Commissioners Office Newsletter 

6. Kent Association of Local Councils CEO Bulletin 

7. Kent Police newsletter Spring 2020 

8. Ashford Borough Council – Parish Briefing No 31 

9. Ashford Borough Council – Parish Briefing No 32 

10. Ashford Borough Council – Parish Briefing No 33 

11. Ashford Borough Council – Parish Briefing no 34 

12. Kent Association of Local Council Newsletter 

13. Ashford Borough Council Vision 

14. PCSO Newsletter 
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768. Any items of information: 

Councillor Baldwin raised the issue of Broadband and the apparent differences in 

speed achievable throughout the Parish. The Parish Clerk was asked to research the 

matter as KCC were involved in the roll out. 

The pathway between Earlsfield and Roman Road which is owned by Ashford 

Borough Council is in need of resurfacing. The Parish Clerk to take forward with the 

Borough Council. 

Councillor Kemp reported that the bin lids are still not being replaced by the 

contractors as they should be. He has contacted the Borough Council who have 

taken the matter up with the contractors. Any further incidents are to be reported to 

the Borough who will ensure that the contractors revisit to replace the lids correctly. 

Ashford Borough Council recently offered Parish Councils the opportunity of having 

10 free trees to plant on their land as part of the Borough Council’s green policy. 

These have been delivered to Councillor Kemp who has arranged for the planting of 

them in the appropriate places. 

A resident has advised the Parish Clerk that they had heard from a postman that the 

letter box on Knoll Hill was to be removed. The Parish Clerk was asked to contact 

Royal Mail to ascertain if this was the case and if so to appeal the decision as this 

box is regularly used both by local residents and passing motorists. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00 pm.  


